Asthma School Nursing Awards - Summer 2008
	Minnesota school nurses are leaders in the care of children with asthma. In addition to providing education, counseling, and disease monitoring, school nurses help families navigate a complex medical care system. To recognize the leadership of school nurses in asthma care, the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) announces the availability of up to 30 funding awards of $1,000 each for school nurses through the Asthma School Nursing Award program.  
	


MDH seeks school nurses from throughout Minnesota to apply for an asthma care improvement project, “Partnering with Parents,” during summer 2008.  The project will involve school nurses meeting with parents/guardians and students to educate them about asthma management and prepare asthma action plans (AAPs).  In addition, nurses will meet with local providers to obtain signatures on the AAPs and connect with clinic staff.  School nurses will have current AAPs to place in the school health records of students involved.  Each Asthma School Nursing Award recipient will receive $1,000, public recognition, and support from the MDH Asthma Program.  

Applications are being accepted through 5:00 p.m. on Monday, June 16, 2008.   Interested school nurses should complete a brief application form as soon as possible.  Awards will be announced by June 30, 2008.  Up to 30 awards will be made.
HOW TO APPLY           
1. Review the Partnering with Parents Project
Parents/guardians of children with asthma and the school nurse will meet in person during the summer to prepare a written asthma action plan for the child with asthma and discuss asthma-related health concerns.  We recommend using the asthma action plan template from the Managing Asthma in Minnesota Schools (MAMS) manual: http://www.health.state.mn.us/asthma/documents/FormsF1-F34/F01.pdf  

After drafting an asthma action plan (AAP) with the parent/guardian and the student, the school nurse will share this with the child’s health care provider for review, approval, and inclusion in the medical chart. Parents should share copies of the approved AAP with family members, coaches, caregivers, and others who spend time with the child.  By partnering with parents during the summer, the school nurse will strengthen parent-nurse relationships and ensure that more students will have asthma action plans at the very beginning of the school year. To complete this project, a school nurse must meet with at least 15 families whose children take medication for asthma. To review the task checklist for this project go to:
Project To-Do Checklist 
2. Check Eligibility

The Asthma School Nursing Award is currently open to school nurses working in public schools in all Minnesota school districts.  Award recipients must be a licensed school nurse (LSN), a registered nurse (RN), a licensed public health nurse (LPHN) or a nurse practitioner (NP) who is employed/contracted by a school, school district, or local public health department to provide school nursing services.  Preference will be given to those who have completed the one-day Managing Asthma in Minnesota Schools training.
3. Fill-out Application Form

To download the application forms with a checklist, go to:
Asthma School Nursing Award Checklist
If you have any trouble with downloading, please contact us and we will mail the materials to you.

Questions

If you have any questions or would like additional information, please contact Janet Keysser at 651-201-5691 or janet.keysser@health.state.mn.us
This program is made possible through collaboration between the MDH Minnesota Children with Special Health Needs (MCSHN) program, the MDH Maternal and Child Health Section, and the MDH Asthma Program.  Program participants will also receive
information about “Medical Home” which is becoming a major policy initiative of both MDH and the Minnesota Department of Human Services.  
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Apply Today�


� HYPERLINK "2.2008asthmaschoolnursingawardchecklist.doc" ��CLICK HERE�


�Applications Due 


June 16, 2008 by 5:00 p.m.











