
PATIENT MANAGEMENT FOLLOWING EXPOSURE TO BIOLOGIC / UNKNOWN AGENT 04/10/02

Exposure within past 8h?Yes No

Symptoms / signs? Symptoms / signs?
HCW=Healthcare Worker

No Yes NoYes

Contaminated with
solids or liquids or in 
high concentration aerosol
environment (2)?

Contact MDH
for information
regarding care (1).

Known pathogen or clear
clinical syndrome?

Consider chemical
agent, underlying
disease, anxiety.
If chemical agent 
suspected, refer to chem
exposure sheet. No

Get contact info
and discharge.
Contact MDH (1).

No Yes HCW precautions
per agent identified.
Contact MDH (1) for
patient care information.

Yes
Respiratory 
symptoms?Remove clothing, consider

soap and water decontamination
if liquid/solid skin toxin exposure.

Notify MDH (1)
HCW barrier precautions

(consider N95/HEPA also).

Soap and water shower before entering hospital
(may do at home).  Bag and seal clothes in
plastic bag, valuables in separate bag. 
Release with patient unless otherwise 
instructed by FBI / MDH (3).  Obtain contact 
information and discharge.

Yes

Isolation room.
Surgical mask on
patient during transport 
and for HCW.
Evaluate and contact (1)
MDH for care information.

No

Contact precautions
evaluate and contact MDH
for further information (1).

Once organism identified, follow agent-specific precautions (4).

No
Open wounds, bleeding
vomiting, or diarrhea?

Yes

Standard precautions.  
Evaluate and contact 
MDH for care 
information (1).1. MN Dept. of Health (612)676-5414  or www.health.state.mn.us

2. Confirmed aerosol present per public safety personnel.

3. Wash clothes in hot water with bleach, clean plastic etc. with 
1:10 solution of household bleach.

4. Contact Hospital Infection Control or MDH for information. Minnesota Department of Health, Acute Disease Investigation and Control, 
717 Delaware St. SE, Minneapolis, MN 55440, (612) 676-5414


