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The Center for Health Equity strives to be a hub for 
organizing and promoting work aimed at reducing 
health inequities. We work with a variety of 
partners – both inside and outside of the Minnesota 
Department of Health (MDH) – to take steps toward 
health equity in Minnesota. The Commissioner of 
Health established the Center for Health Equity in 
2013 to make advancing health equity an essential 
goal for a healthy Minnesota and the work of MDH.

Our staff contribute to a series of trainings for MDH 
staff aimed at expanding our understanding of what 
creates health and how narratives can shape action 
to reduce health inequities.

We publish reports and papers for the legislature and 
others on how state policies affect health. Some of our 
most recent reports investigate the links between health 
and paid leave, and health and income.

More than $5 million in grants to community 
organizations is distributed annually through our 
Eliminating Health Disparities Initiative (EHDI). EHDI 
is a targeted effort to eliminate health disparities 
by funding culturally appropriate programs to 
communities most impacted by health disparities.

We lead several initiatives targeted to specific 
communities most impacted by health 
disparities. Initiatives include tribal government 
grants, the Advancing Health Equity grants and 
the Working Group on Violence against Asian 
Women and Children Project.

Our Center for Health Statistics collects, analyzes and communicates 
data on health, health disparities and health equity.

CENTER FOR HEALTH EQUITY

What does the Center for Health Equity do?
The center engages in a range of activities to promote health equity in Minnesota. Below are examples 
of how some of our most critical activities fit within the Triple Aim of Health Equity, a set of practices 
designed to shift the way MDH, its grantees and other partners approach public health issues.
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The Center for Health Equity includes: 

The Office of Minority and Multicultural Health

The Eliminating Health Disparities Initiative

The Minnesota Center for Health Statistics


