(Locality) News Release 

(Local Government) Closes (Site Name) due to (Cause) Contamination

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: (Today’s Date)

Media Contact: (Name & Phone #) Technical Contact: (Name & Phone #)  (toll-free, voice and TTY as appropriate)
(City), Minn. – (Local Government) has issued a (e.g. “no water contact” or “beach closure) advisory for (site name) due to (cause) contamination. (Describe conditions or events leading to incident - Sample language: At approximately (time) on (day), (date) (identify event) was discovered at (list location)).

(Insert information on contamination source.  For example, the following may be used as background info on <cite source – e.g. E. Coli and fecal coliform:)

(More sample language: Elevated levels of E. coli and fecal coliform bacteria, originating in humans, geese, seagulls and other warm-blooded animals, made their way into public beaches and adjacent waterbodies where swimmers and boat enthusiasts congregate during the summer. 

At high levels, these bacteria can cause nausea, vomiting, abdominal cramps, fever, headache and diarrhea. Other illnesses associated with swimming in such waters include eye, ear, nose and throat infections. The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s (MPCA) Beach Watch program recommends no water contact when bacteria levels reach 400 fecal coliform colonies per 100 ml. at any specified location.  A variety of sources contribute bacteria to surface water: Sanitary sewer overflows, storm runoff following a rain event, malfunctioning sewage disposal systems, illegal sewer connections to storm sewers or roadside ditches, or direct discharges to the lake, wild and domestic animal waste, agricultural runoff, and bather defecation.)

Currently, Minnesota does not require beach water testing. As a result, water sampling and announcements of unsafe swimming conditions are inconsistently issued. The federal Beach Environmental Assessment and Coastal Health Act, an amendment to the Clean Water Act, calls on Minnesota to monitor water quality at public beaches and improve public communication about health risks at coastal beaches on Lake Superior.  

According to the Minnesota Department of Health, (no?  if not, delete this sentance) water contact-related health problems were reported but that does not mean that there were no illnesses. People reporting similar symptoms are often assumed to have food-borne causes and are investigated accordingly. The MDH requests people who have had water contact and become ill to report their condition to their county health department. The county's public health staff are required to report such illnesses to their state counterpart for further investigation. Timely reports may also prevent others from becoming ill from the same contaminated site. 

During the summer, beachgoers were encouraged to help protect our ground and surface waters by properly disposing of pet waste and garbage, keeping diapered children out of the water (or dressing them in rubber pants), using natural lawn and garden fertilizers, maintaining septic systems, emptying marine and recreational boating waste into proper receptacles, and conserving water. 

(If the local authority is maintaining a voicemail message on the incident, it should be identified here.  Sample language: The (local government) has established a voicemail message to provide the latest information on this incident.  The most recent updates on monitoring, health effects and closure will be available at:)  For more information about the MPCA's Beach Program, including this year's sampling results, call Heidi Bauman, MPCA Beach Program Coordinator, at (218) 723-4953 or (800) 657-3864, or visit its Web site at http://www.pca.state.mn.us/water/beaches/. 

For more information about the (site name) closure, call  (Technical Contact: Name & Phone #) (toll-free, voice and TTY as appropriate), or visit our website at:  (url)

