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   I.
PURPOSE


To outline how local authorities will respond to contamination of beaches and public waters by biological or chemical agents.  Such contamination may be caused by human factor (e.g. piping breaks, spills) or by natural events.

 II.
RATIONALE 


The rationale for evaluation and closure of public waters, whether for a large or small-scale emergen​cy, is that the public hazard posed by contamination is significant enough to warrant closure. 


Waters should be safe for recreational use. Waters used for recreational activities involving body contact should be substantially free from pathogens, including bacteria, parasites, and viruses, that may harm human health. 


As a result of spills, monitoring, outbreaks or other factors, local officials may determine that closure of beaches is appropriate.  Prior to recommending closure, officials must evaluate the relative risk based on several factors.  This document was developed to assist this assessment, enhace public and governmental communication and provide a simple protocol for officials to use should a closure occur.

III.
RESPONSIBILITIES

A.  The (title) will evaluate the hazard for harm posed by water-borne contamination following known incidents of contamination such as spills or leaks.  This evaluation will be based upon EPA guidance on recommended limits of exposure. 


B.

The (title – e.g. Mayor), in consultation with local and state officials (e.g. MDH and local CHB) will determine whether the hazard posed by potential contamination merits closure of the waters in question.  


C.
  If it is decided to close the water(s), the (title) will notify the Minnesota Duty Officer at: (651) 649-5451 or (800) 422-0798.   


D.
  The {*List the applicable city official; such  as the Fire Chief or Police Chief*} in cooperation with county officials, when appro​pri​ate, will be responsible for conducting and coordi​nating any evacuation of the affected area.  


E.
  The (title) will be responsible for posting instructions in the affected area.  Signage templates for beach closure is available online at:

F. The (title) will have primary responsibility for ensuring that the affected city residents and facilities are notified of the hazard.

G.   As appropriate, ongoing monitoring will be conducted at the   direction of the (identify local authority).  Additional monitoring may be conducted by others to determine the extent of the hazard.


H.
The (police department?) and/or (title) will be responsible for maintaining access control and security for the evacu​ated areas.

I. The (City/County Official), in consultation with local,    state and federal authorities, will determine when to re-open the affected area.

J.  All incidents of illness believed to be caused by water-borne sources will be refered to the local County Health Board.  (as per MPCA Press Release)

III.
SUPPORTING AGENCIES/ORGANIZATIONS


A.
Local Community Health Board (CHB) – in consultation with MDH, will provide guidance on closure and reopening.


B.
Minnesota Duty Officer.  Will provide notification to federal, state and local officials as necessary.  


B.
Minnesota Department of Health.  May provide technical assistance in determining the health hazard.

C.  Minnesota Pollution Control Agency.  Will provide cleanup    guidance.

D.
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources.  Maintains information on minnesota waters.

 IV.
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

A. MDH Beaches Webpage: (identify url)
B. Minnesota Pollution Control Agency Spills and Discharge Reporting Program Fact Sheet (http://www.pca.state.mn.us/water/beaches/#faq)
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