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K0000 INITIAL COMMENTS

FIRE SAFETY

K0000

An annual Life Safety recertification survey was
conducted by the Minnesota Department of Public Safety,
State Fire Marshal Division on 03/31/2026. At the time
of this survey, Thief River Care Center was found not
in compliance with the requirements for participation
in Medicare/Medicaid at 42 CFR, Subpart 483.70(a), Life
Safety from Fire, and the 2012 edition of National Fire
Protection Association (NFPA) 101, Life Safety Code
(LSC), Chapter 19 Existing Health Care and the 2012
edition of NFPA 99, Health Care Facilities Code.

THE FACILITY'S POC WILL SERVE AS YOUR ALLEGATION OF
COMPLIANCE UPON THE DEPARTMENT'S ACCEPTANCE. YOUR
SIGNATURE AT THE BOTTOM OF THE FIRST PAGE OF THE
CMS-2567 FORM WILL BE USED AS VERIFICATION OF
COMPLIANCE.

UPON RECEIPT OF AN ACCEPTABLE POC, AN ONSITE REVISIT OF
YOUR FACILITY MAY BE CONDUCTED TO VALIDATE THAT
SUBSTANTIAL COMPLIANCE WITH THE REGULATIONS HAS BEEN
ATTAINED IN ACCORDANCE WITH YOUR VERIFICATION.

PLEASE RETURN THE PLAN OF CORRECTION FOR THE FIRE
SAFETY DEFICIENCIES (K-TAGS) TO:

If PARTICIPATING IN THE E-POC PROCESS, a paper copy of
the plan of correction is not required.

Healthcare Fire Inspections

State Fire Marshal Division

445 Minnesota St., Suite 145

St. Paul, MN 55101-5145, OR

PROVIDER'S PLAN OF CORRECTION
(EACH CORRECTIVE ACTION SHOULD BE

CROSS-REFERENCED TO THE
APPROPRIATE DEFICIENCY)

(X5)
COMPLETION

DATE

05/05/2026

Any deficiency statement ending with an asterisk (*) denotes a deficiency which the institution may be excused from correcting providing it is determined that other
safeguards provide sufficient protection to the patients. (See reverse for further instructions.) Except for nursing homes, the findings stated above are disclosable 90
days following the date of survey whether or not a plan of correction is provided. For nursing homes, the above findings and plans of correction are disclosable 14 days
following the date these documents are made available to the facility. If deficiencies are cited, an approved plan of correction is requisite to continued program
participation.
LABORATORY DIRECTOR'S OR PROVIDER/SUPPLIER REPRESENTATIVE'S SIGNATURE TITLE (X6) DATE
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THE PLAN OF CORRECTION FOR EACH DEFICIENCY MUST INCLUDE
ALL OF THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

A detailed description of the corrective action taken
or planned to correct the deficiency. Address the
measures that will be put in place to ensure the
deficiency does not reoccur. Indicate how the facility
plans to monitor future performance to ensure solutions
are sustained. Identify who is responsible for the
corrective actions and monitoring of compliance. The
actual or proposed date for completion of the remedy.

The Thief River Care Center is a 1-story building with
no basement that was built in 2011 and was determined
to be of Type II(000) construction. This facility is
fully protected throughout by an automatic fire
sprinkler system and has a fire alarm system with smoke
detection in the corridors and spaces open to the
corridors, that is monitored for automatic fire
department notification.

The facility is protected throughout by a complete fire
sprinkler system. The facility also has smoke detection
throughout the corridors and spaces open to the
corridors.

The facility has a capacity of 75 beds and had a census
of 74 at the time of the survey.

The requirements at 42 CFR, Subpart 483.70(a), are NOT
MET as evidenced by:

K0271
SS = F

Discharge from Exits

CFR(s): NFPA 101

Discharge from Exits

Exit discharge is arranged in accordance with 7.7,
provides a level walking surface meeting the provisions
of 7.1.7 with respect to changes in elevation and shall
be maintained free of obstructions. Additionally, the
exit discharge shall be a hard packed all-weather
travel surface.

18.2.7, 19.2.7

K0271 Sidewalks will be inspected on a monthly basis by the
Environmental Services (EVS) department to identify any
hazardous tripping conditions, including uneven
surfaces. Inspection documentation will be maintained
and presented at quarterly Quality Assurance and
Performance Improvement (QAPI) meetings for
administrative review.

Seasonal conditions, particularly the freeze-thaw cycle
in the spring, may result in shifting or heaving of
sidewalk sections near building stoops. During routine
inspections, any areas that do not return to an
acceptable level condition following ground thaw will
be addressed in a timely manner. Corrective actions may

05/05/2026
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Continued from page 2

This STANDARD is NOT MET as evidenced by:

Based on observation and staff interview, the facility
failed provide approved discharge walking surfaces as
identified per NFPA 101 (2012 edition), Life Safety
Code, section 19.2, 7.1.6. This deficient condition
could have a widespread impact on the residents within
the facility.

K0271 Continued from page 2
include concrete grinding, mud jacking, or full
replacement of the affected sidewalk sections, as
appropriate.

Findings include:

On 03/31/2026 at the following times,, it was revealed
by observation that the following exterior exit door
thresholds to slab as-well-as slab-to-slab height
transition greater than ½ inch, presenting a trip and
fall hazard.

1) at 11:51am, uneven walk way outside Blueberry wing
exit door by room 168

2) at 11:54am, uneven walk way outside Blueberry wing
exit door, by room 161

3) at 12:09pm, uneven walk way outside Evergreen wing
exit door, off dining room

An interview with the Maintenance Director verified
this deficient finding at the time of discovery.

K0324
SS = D

Cooking Facilities

CFR(s): NFPA 101

Cooking Facilities

Cooking equipment is protected in accordance with NFPA
96, Standard for Ventilation Control and Fire
Protection of Commercial Cooking Operations, unless:

* residential cooking equipment (i.e., small appliances
such as microwaves, hot plates, toasters) are used for
food warming or limited cooking in accordance with
18.3.2.5.2, 19.3.2.5.2

K0324 Wheel chocks will be installed on each applicable piece
of equipment by May 10, 2026. Thereafter, the Dietary
Manager will conduct weekly inspections to ensure all
wheeled equipment underneath the kitchen hood is in its
proper place and is properly secured with the tether.
Documentation of these inspections will be submitted to
the Environmental Services (EVS) department monthly and
presented at quarterly Quality Assurance and
Performance Improvement (QAPI) meetings for
administrative review and oversight.

05/10/2026

* cooking facilities open to the corridor in smoke
compartments with 30 or fewer patients comply with the
conditions under 18.3.2.5.3, 19.3.2.5.3, or

* cooking facilities in smoke compartments with 30 or
fewer patients comply with conditions under 18.3.2.5.4,
19.3.2.5.4.

Cooking facilities protected according to NFPA 96 per

FORM CMS-2567 (02/99) Previous Versions Obsolete Event ID: 1F347B-L1 Facility ID: 00448 If continuation sheet Page 3 of 8
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SS = D

Continued from page 3
9.2.3 are not required to be enclosed as hazardous
areas, but shall not be open to the corridor.

K0324

18.3.2.5.1 through 18.3.2.5.4, 19.3.2.5.1 through
19.3.2.5.5, 9.2.3, TIA 12-2

This STANDARD is NOT MET as evidenced by:

Based on observation and interview, the facility failed
to install the kitchen hood extinguishing system in
accordance with NFPA 101 (2012 edition), The Life
Safety Code, section 19.3.2.5, 19.3.2.5.1, 19.3.2.5.2*,
9.2.5, NFPA 96 (2011 edition) Ventilation Control and
Fire Protection of Commercial Cooking Operations,
section 12.1.2.3 and 12.1.2.3.1. These deficient
findings could an isolated impact on the residents
within the facility.

The findings include:

On 03/31/2026 at 12:24pm, it was revealed that the
wheeled, gas-fired stove and griddle located on the
cooking line in the kitchen was not provided with an
approved method of attachment and/or an alignment mark
to ensure the appliances was returned to an approved
design location after it had been moved for maintenance
and cleaning. Both the attachment device and alignment
mark are required for each gas operated and deep fat
fryer cooking device.

An interview with the Maintenance Director verified
this deficient finding at the time of discovery.

K0353
SS = D

Sprinkler System - Maintenance and Testing

CFR(s): NFPA 101

Sprinkler System - Maintenance and Testing

Automatic sprinkler and standpipe systems are
inspected, tested, and maintained in accordance with
NFPA 25, Standard for the Inspection, Testing, and
Maintaining of Water-based Fire Protection Systems.
Records of system design, maintenance, inspection and
testing are maintained in a secure location and readily
available.

K0353 K0353: 05/01/2026

1.) The Laundry Department will implement a
standardized checklist to conduct weekly inspections
ensuring proper 18-inch clearances from sprinkler heads
and ceilings. To ensure future compliance, all laundry
staff have scheduled training regarding these specific
requirements, which will be completed by May 1, 2026.
Completed checklists will be submitted to the
Environmental Services (EVS) department monthly, and
documentation will be reviewed and presented at
quarterly Quality Assurance and Performance Improvement
(QAPI) meetings for final administrative oversight.

a) Date sprinkler system last checked
_____________________

b) Who provided system test
____________________________

c) Water system supply source

2.) The facility immediately inspected the automatic
sprinkler system and verified current operational
status to ensure no immediate life safety hazards
exist. All residents are protected by a comprehensive
audit of the fire protection system and the integration
of NFPA 25 ITM requirements into a digital preventative
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Continued from page 4
__________________________

Provide in REMARKS information on coverage for any
non-required or partial automatic sprinkler system.

9.7.5, 9.7.7, 9.7.8, and NFPA 25

This STANDARD is NOT MET as evidenced by:

K0353 Continued from page 4
maintenance schedule with automated alerts. The
Maintenance Director and staff were re-educated on NFPA
101 and 25 documentation standards, specifically
regarding water-based fire protection system
inspections. Monthly audits of fire safety records will
be reported to the QAPI Committee for six months to
ensure 100% ongoing compliance.

1) Based on observation and staff interview, the
facility failed to maintain spacing between storage and
the sprinkler system per NFPA 101 (2012 edition), Life
Safety Code, Section 9.7.5, NFPA 25 (2011 edition),
Standard for the Inspection, Testing, and Maintenance
of Water-Based Fire Protection Systems, Section
5.2.1.2, and NFPA 13 (2010 edition), Standard for the
Installation of Sprinkler Systems, Sections 8.6.5.3.2
and 8.15.9. These deficient findings could an isolated
impact on the residents within the facility.

2) Based on a review of available documentation and
staff interview, the facility failed to maintain the
automatic sprinkler system per NFPA 101 (2012 edition),
Life Safety Code Section 19.7.6, and 4.6.12, NFPA 25
(2011 edition), Standard for the Inspection, Testing,
and Maintenance of Water-Based Fire Protection Systems,
section 5.1.1.2. This deficient finding could have an
isolated impact on the residents within the facility.

Findings include: (1)

On 03/31/2026 at 12:17pm, it was revealed by
observation that storage materials had been placed on a
storage rack, bringing the storage materials within the
required 18 inch clearance area under the sprinkler
heads. These obstructions were found in Evergreen Clean
Storage Room

Findings include: (2)

On 03/31/2026 at 11:10am, it was revealed by a review
of available documentation the facility failed to
include proper dates on the quarter sprinkler system
testing documents.

An interview with the Maintenance Director verified
this deficient finding at the time of discovery.

K0712
SS = F

Fire Drills

CFR(s): NFPA 101

Fire Drills

K0712 K0712, Part 1: A preplanned annual fire drill matrix
will be developed and provided to the Administrator to
ensure that drills are consistently conducted across
all three shifts. The matrix will identify scheduled
dates and times and will include a "completion" column
to facilitate final administrative sign-off upon the

05/05/2026
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Fire drills include the transmission of a fire alarm
signal and simulation of emergency fire conditions.
Fire drills are held at expected and unexpected times
under varying conditions, at least quarterly on each
shift. The staff is familiar with procedures and is
aware that drills are part of established routine.
Where drills are conducted between 9:00 PM and 6:00 AM,
a coded announcement may be used instead of audible
alarms.

19.7.1.4 through 19.7.1.7

This STANDARD is NOT MET as evidenced by:

Based on a review of available documentation and staff
interview, the facility failed to conduct fire drills
under varied times and conditions per NFPA 101 (2012
edition), Life Safety Code, sections 19.7.1.6, 4.7.4,
and 4.6.1.1. This deficient finding could have a
widespread impact on the residents within the facility.

Findings include:

1. On 03/31/2026 at 11:01am, it was revealed by a
review of available documentation that fire drills did
not meet the varying time requirement: second shift
03/10/2026 at 3:50pm, 09/30/2026 at 3:22pm, and
12/31/2026 at 3:35pm.

2. On 03/31/2026 at 11:01am, it was revealed by a
review of available documentation that fire drills were
not completed: first shift missing second quarter
(April - June) and second shift, second quarter (April
- June) drills completely.

An interview with the Maintenance Director verified
this deficient finding at the time of discovery.

Smoking Regulations

CFR(s): NFPA 101

Smoking Regulations

Smoking regulations shall be adopted and shall include
not less than the following provisions:

(1) Smoking shall be prohibited in any room, ward, or
compartment where flammable liquids, combustible gases,
or oxygen is used or stored and in any other hazardous
location, and such area shall be posted with signs that
read NO SMOKING or shall be posted with the
international symbol for no smoking.

ID
PREFIX

TAG

PROVIDER'S PLAN OF CORRECTION
(EACH CORRECTIVE ACTION SHOULD BE

CROSS-REFERENCED TO THE
APPROPRIATE DEFICIENCY)

(X5)
COMPLETION

DATE

K0712 Continued from page 5
conclusion of each drill. In the absence of maintenance
staff, Administration will ensure that fire drills are
conducted in accordance with the established matrix to
maintain continuous compliance.

K0712, Part 2: A comprehensive, calendar-year fire
drill matrix has been established to ensure drills are
conducted on staggered dates throughout each month.
Drill times will be scheduled approximately 90 minutes
to 2 hours apart to promote variability and simulate
realistic conditions. The Environmental Services (EVS)
department will be responsible for ensuring all fire
drills are conducted in accordance with the matrix. All
documentation will be reviewed and presented at
quarterly Quality Assurance and Performance Improvement
(QAPI) meetings for final administrative oversight

K0741 The Environmental Services (EVS) department will
conduct weekly inspections of the designated smoking
area to ensure compliance with proper cigarette
disposal practices. If cigarettes are found to be
disposed of improperly and not placed in the designated
receptacle, notification will be provided to leadership
staff, and additional staff education will be conducted
regarding proper disposal procedures. Inspection
results and any corrective actions will be documented
and presented at quarterly Quality Assurance and
Performance Improvement (QAPI) meetings for final
administrative review.

05/05/2026
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Continued from page 6
(2) In health care occupancies where smoking is
prohibited and signs are prominently placed at all
major entrances, secondary signs with language that
prohibits smoking shall not be required.

K0741

(3) Smoking by patients classified as not responsible
shall be prohibited.

(4) The requirement of 18.7.4(3) shall not apply where
the patient is under direct supervision.

(5) Ashtrays of noncombustible material and safe design
shall be provided in all areas where smoking is
permitted.

(6) Metal containers with self-closing cover devices
into which ashtrays can be emptied shall be readily
available to all areas where smoking is permitted.

18.7.4, 19.7.4

This STANDARD is NOT MET as evidenced by:

Based on observation and staff interview, the facility
failed to implement a staff smoking policy per NFPA 101
(2012 edition), Life Safety Code section 19.7.4. These
deficient findings could have a widespread impact on
the residents within the facility.

Findings include:

On 03/31/2026, 12:28pm, it was revealed by observation
that the smoking was occurring outside of back entrance
from the mechanical room as evident by discarded
cigarette butts on ground and not in proper
receptacles. All discarded smoking debris must be
placed in proper fire safe containers.

An interview with the Maintenance Director verified
this deficient finding at the time of discovery.

K0761
SS = D

Bldg. 02

Maintenance, Inspection & Testing - Doors

CFR(s): NFPA 101

Maintenance, Inspection & Testing - Doors

Fire doors assemblies are inspected and tested annually
in accordance with NFPA 80, Standard for Fire Doors and
Other Opening Protectives.

K0761 The door inspection form has been revised to include
all 13 required inspection points, correcting the
previous version which contained only 12 points. Moving
forward, all applicable doors will be inspected in
accordance with the updated form to ensure compliance
with all 13 inspection criteria.

04/23/2026

Non-rated doors, including corridor doors to patient
rooms and smoke barrier doors, are routinely inspected
as part of the facility maintenance program.
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Continued from page 7

Individuals performing the door inspections and testing
possess knowledge, training or experience that
demonstrates ability.

Written records of inspection and testing are
maintained and are available for review.

19.7.6, 8.3.3.1 (LSC)

5.2, 5.2.3 (2010 NFPA 80)

This STANDARD is NOT MET as evidenced by:

Based on a review of available documentation and staff
interview, the facility failed to inspect fire doors
per NFPA 101 (2012 edition), Life Safety Code section
8.3.3.1, and NFPA 80 (2010 edition), Standard for Fire
Doors and Other Opening Protectives, section 5.2.1.
This deficient finding could have an isolated impact on
the residents within the facility.

Findings include:

On 03/31/2026 at 11:25am, it was revealed by review of
available documentation the required annual door
inspection documentation the facility failed to provide
a document showing all 13 points of the required door
inspection was completed.

An interview with the Maintenance Director verified
this deficient finding at the time of discovery.

K0761
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