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Dear Colleague:

We are very pleased to present the eighth biennial report of the Minnesota Cancer Surveillance
System (MCSS) on the occurrence of cancer in Minnesota, as required by Minnesota Statute
144.672, Subdivision 2.

Each of us has been, or will be, touched by cancer. Statistics presented in this report tell us that
half of all Minnesotans will be diagnosed with a potentially serious cancer at some point during
their lives. This report documents important successes — decreasing rates of smoking-related
cancers and prostate cancer mortality among men, breast cancer mortality among women, and
colorectal cancer among both men and women. It also points to continuing challenges —
increasing incidence rates of melanoma and thyroid cancer among both men and women,
prostate cancer among men, and lung and breast cancer among women. In addition, this report
makes evident the disproportionate burden of cancer among persons of color. Of special concern
are American Indians in Minnesota, whose risk of dying of cancer is twice that of American
Indians in the United States as a whole. On the other hand, the results of examining cancer rates
in different regions of the state should reassure Minnesotans that their risk of developing cancer
is not dictated by where they choose to live.

The MCSS is a powerful tool for public health, and its value increases with each year of data
collection. Over the last two years, MCSS has collaborated with public, private and non-profit
organizations to develop Cancer Plan Minnesota 2005-2010, our state’s first comprehensive
cancer control plan. Planning partners have formed a new coalition, the Minnesota Cancer
Alliance, to provide a forum through which cancer control activities can be better coordinated to
make optimal use of limited resources and to more fully realize opportunities for innovation. We
encourage all organizations and individuals dedicated to reducing the burden of cancer for all
Minnesotans to join the Alliance.

This report was prepared by MCSS staff under the direction of Dr. Sally Bushhouse. Questions
and comments on the report can be directed to the MCSS at (651) 201-5900.

Sincerely,

\
Dianne M. Mandernach
Commissioner

P.O. Box 64975
St. Paul, MN 55164-0975

General Information: (651) 201-5000 = TDD/TDY: (651) 201-5797 = Minnesota Relay Service: (800) 627-3529 = www.health.state.mn.us
For directions to any of the MDH locations, call (651) 215-5800 = An equal opportunity employer
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