
IG Screening Guidance for Healthcare Providers
For persons 12 months to 40 years of age, hepatitis A vaccination is recommended for prophylaxis against hepatitis A 
exposure. The use of IG is recommended or generally preferred in the following persons exposed to hepatitis A:
IG recommended:

Infants less than 12 months (due to data showing reduced response to hepatitis A vaccination)
Persons with a contraindication to hepatitis A vaccine (to prevent an adverse event)
Immunocompromised persons (due the expectation that overall response to vaccination will be reduced)
Persons with chronic liver disease (due to lack of effi cacy data when hepatitis A vaccine is used and potential 
severity of hepatitis A disease)

IG preferred, but if IG is contraindicated may give hepatitis A vaccine:
Persons 40 years and older (preferred due to lack of effi cacy data when hepatitis A vaccine is used)

•
•
•
•

•

Patients should be asked the following questions prior to receiving IG:
If the answer to any of these questions is yes, IG is contraindicated.

Do you have a known IgA defi ciency?
People who are unsure of this most likely do not have IgA defi ciency as it is a chronic condition and would 
need ongoing medical care

1.
Yes No

Have you received an MMR, Varicella (chickenpox), or rotavirus vaccine in the last 3 weeks?
Instruct people who have had MMR or varicella within the past 2 weeks that they will need to be revaccinated, 
and they will need to wait at least 3 months before doing so.

2.
NA NA

Is this an infant who could receive or has received rotavirus vaccine?
Explain to parents of infants who have recently received rotavirus vaccination that the protection from the 
vaccine may be lowered because of IG administration. There is no recommendation for rotavirus revac-
cination. ACIP recommends that if the six-week deferral for rotavirus vaccination causes the a fi rst dose of 
rotavirus to be scheduled on or after 13 weeks old or the fi nal dose after age 32 weeks the provider should 
disregard the full deferral period and proceed to vaccinate.

3.

NA NA

Have you ever had a reaction to a prior dose of IG?
Persons who describe a systemic reaction, i.e., urticaria, wheezing, or angioedema should not receive IG.

4. Yes No

Do you have a clotting disorder? 
This includes thrombocytopenia. The concern is that a deep IM injection may induce signifi cant bleeding 
into the tissue.

5.
Yes No

Have you ever received the hepatitis A vaccine?
If yes, when did you receive the vaccine? ____/____/____

If the patient can only recall the month and year IG is not necessary. If they are unsure, give IG. 
If vaccination has occurred within the last 4 weeks, give IG for the following: age 40 years or older, chronic 
medical conditions including chronic liver disease, immunocompromised.
IG is not necessary if they have not completed the hepatitis A vaccination series – one dose will provide 
protection. They should be advised to complete the series. If available, and if it has been at least 6 months 
since the fi rst dose, give hepatitis A vaccine at this time.  

6.

•
•

•

Yes No

Have you ever been diagnosed with hepatitis A?
Give IG if the person has any doubt.

7. Yes No
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