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Context

• MSUM established in 1885 as a normal 
school  

• MS Teacher’s college in 1921 allowed to 
grant first 4 year degree

• St Luke’s Hospital School of Nursing—no 
RN-to-BSN option locally

• Large number of RNs needing BSN
• First BSN completion students admitted in 

1976



Context continued

• North Dakota border
– ND required BSN for licensure until 2004

• Articulation with Associate degree RN 
programs 

• Initial accreditation by the NLN in 1981 
and continuously held since (currently 
CCNE)



Nursing Students 

• RN to BSN students
– Currently licensed
– Working
– Families and other obligations

• Students are working and generally place 
bound (by family and other commitments)



Distance education

• Classes one or two days/evenings 
per week

• Traveling faculty:  St. Cloud, Thief 
River Falls 

• Interactive TV
• On-line:

– Hybrid with classes and/or ITV
– Fully on-line



MSUM On-line Offerings

• Nursing: RN to Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing Program

• Master of Science degree in Educational 
Leadership

• Teaching and Learning with Technology, 
Certificate Program

• Bachelor of Science in Operations 
Management



Keys to success

• Infrastructure
– Instructional Technology staff and software

• Administrative support
– CTL grants, Faculty development grants
– Training for individual faculty and groups

• Champions for on-line within the 
department

• Flexibility and willingness to try and fail



Student supports

• Classes on-line or in packaged formats



Student supports

• Technological support for students



Student supports

• Registration



Student supports

• Registration



Student supports

• Library



Student supports

• Bookstore



Student supports

• Business office



Challenges

• Re-think ‘education’ and the 
faculty/student roles

• Technological issues  
• IMS related learning curves 
• Clinical experiences and supervision



Benefits

• Students remain in the workforce 
• Students maintain their support systems
• Discussions offer ‘quiet’ students 

opportunities to participate
• Flexibility within set parameters



Thanks for Listening

Questions???
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