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Organic Sample Containers: 
 

 
Description: 40mL Clear Glass Vial; VOC Chlorinated Drinking Water 
Cap: Gray, Teflon - lined, with Septa hole 
Preservation: Pre-preserved with 25 mg of Ascorbic Acid; Preserved at collection with 3 drops of 

Hydrochloric Acid from the blue capped, plastic dropper provided 
ID Sticker: Orange dot with Ascorbic Acid label, White MDH label with analysis, expiration date and  

       preservative information 
Reference Method(s): EPA 524.2 
 

 
 
Description: 40mL Clear Glass Vial; VOC Non-Chlorinated Drinking Water 
Cap: Gray, Teflon - lined, with Septa hole 
Preservation: Pre-preserved with 0.5mL of Hydrochloric Acid 
ID Sticker: Blue dot with HCl preservative label, White MDH label with analysis, expiration date and  

        preservative information 
Reference Method(s): EPA 524.2  
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Description: 40mL Clear Glass Vial; VOC Non-Potable Water 
Cap: White, Teflon - lined, with Septa hole 
Preservation: Pre-preserved with 0.5mL of Hydrochloric Acid 
ID Sticker: Blue dot with HCl preservative label, White MDH label with analysis and preservative  

        information 
Reference Method(s): SW 8260, WI DNR, EPA 8260B 
 
 

 
Description: 40mL Clear Glass Vial; EDB/DBCP 
Cap: Gray, Teflon - lined 
Preservation: Pre-preserved with 3mg of Sodium Thiosulfate 
ID Sticker: White MDH label with analysis, expiration date and preservative information 
Reference Method(s): EPA 504.1 
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Description: 40mL Clear Glass Vial; Carbamate 
Cap: Gray, Teflon - lined 
Preservation: Pre-preserved with 1.2mL of Monochloro Acetic Acid and 3.2 mg of Sodium Thiosulfate 
ID Sticker: Orange dot, White MDH label with analysis, expiration date and preservative information 
Reference Method(s): EPA 531.1 
 
 

  
Description: 40mL Amber Glass Vial; Glyphosate 
Cap: Gray, Teflon - lined 
Preservation: Pre-preserved with 4 mg of Sodium Thiosulfate 
ID Sticker: White MDH label with analysis, expiration date and preservative information 
Reference Method(s): EPA 547 
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Description: 250mL Amber Glass Jar; Haloacetic Acid 
Cap: White, Teflon - lined  
Preservation: Pre-preserved with 2.5 mL of Ammonium Chloride 
ID Sticker: White MDH label with analysis, expiration date and preservative information 
Reference Method(s): EPA 552.2 
 
 

 
Description: 250mL Amber Glass Jar; Herbicides 
Cap: Gray, Teflon - lined 
Preservation: Pre-preserved with 12.5 mg of Sodium Sulfite 
ID Sticker: Blue dot, White MDH label with analysis, expiration date and preservative information 
Reference Method(s): EPA 515.4 
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Description: 1L Amber Glass Bottle; BNA  
Cap: Gray, Teflon - lined 
Preservation: Pre-preserved with 40-50mg of Sodium Sulfite; Preserved at collection with 3mL of  

Hydrochloric Acid; add entire contents of black capped, glass vial provided 
ID Sticker: Orange dot, White MDH label with analysis, expiration date and preservative information 
Reference Method(s): EPA 525.2/508.1 
 

      
Description: 1L Amber Glass Bottle; SVOC, PCB 
Cap: Gray, Teflon - lined 
Preservation: None 
ID Sticker: White MDH label with analysis, expiration date and preservative information 
Reference Method(s): SW 8270 D, SW 8082 
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Description: 1L Amber Glass Bottle; DRO 
Cap: Gray, Teflon - lined 
Preservation: Preserved at collection with 3mL of Hydrochloric Acid; add entire contents of black  

capped, glass vial provided 
ID Sticker: White MDH label with analysis, expiration date and preservative information 
Reference Method(s): WI DNR 
 

 
Description: 60mL Clear Glass Jar; Soil VOC, GRO 
Cap: White blue or gray, Teflon - lined 
Preservation: Preserved at collection with 25mL of Methanol, added to jar labeled “ADD methanol,”  

jar labeled “NO methanol” is not preserved; add entire contents of gray capped, glass 
vial provided 

ID Sticker: White MDH labels with fill instructions, expiration date and preservation instructions 
Reference Method(s): SW 8260 
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Description: 60mL Clear Glass Jar; Soil DRO   
Cap: White blue or gray, Teflon - lined 
Preservation: None (Preserved with hexane upon receipt in the laboratory.)  
ID Sticker: White MDH label with fill instructions and expiration date 
Reference Method(s): WI DNR 
 
 

 
Description: 250mL Amber Glass Jar; Organic Solids  
Cap: White or gray, Teflon - lined 
Preservation: None 
ID Sticker: White MDH label with analysis, expiration date and preservative information 
Reference Method(s): SW 8270 D, SW 8082 
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Description: 250mL Clear Glass Tall Jar, Flashpoint  
Cap: White, Teflon- lined  
Preservation: None 
ID Sticker: White MDH label with analysis, expiration date and preservative information 
Reference Method(s): ASTM D 3278-78 
 

 
 
Description: 250mL HDPE Bottle; PFC  
Cap: Clear 
Preservation: None 
ID Sticker: White MDH label with analysis, expiration date and preservative information 
Reference Method(s): MDH 
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Inorganic Sample Containers: 
 
Radiation Sample Containers: 
 

 
Description: 4L HDPE Jug; Radiochemical Parameters Non-Potable Water  
Cap: Clear  
Preservation: None 
ID Sticker: None 
Reference Method(s): EPA 900.0, EPA 600/4-75-008, EPA 905.0, SM 7120 
 
 

  
Description: 47mm Glass Fiber Filter; Radiological Parameters Air  
Cap: None, filter is housed in petri dish upon sample collection 
Preservation: None 
ID Sticker: None 
Reference Method(s): SM 7120, MDH 
 
 



Minnesota Department of Health 
Public Health Laboratory Division 
Environmental Laboratory Section 

Container Identification Manual 

S:\Public\Env Lab\Inorganic Container and Preservative Manual.doc  
Created By: L. Mattila 
Created: December 2008 
Updated: June 2011 

11

 

 
Description: 40mL Clear Glass Vial; Radon 
Cap: Green, with septa hole 
Preservation: None 
ID Sticker: White MDH label with analysis, expiration date and preservative information 
Reference Method(s): SM 7500-Rn 
 
 

 
Description: 4L LDPE Cubitainer; Radiation Chemistry Parameters 
Cap: White - lined 
Preservation: None 
ID Sticker: White MDH label with analysis, expiration date and preservative information 
Reference Method(s): EPA 200.8, EPA 900.0, EPA 520/5-84-006, EPA 600/4-75-008,  

  EPA 905.0, EPA 903.0, EPA 904.0, SM 7120 
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General Chemistry Sample Containers: 
 

 
Description: 1L Amber Glass Bottle; Chlorophyll-a 
Cap: Green - lined 
Preservation: None 
ID Sticker: White MDH label with analysis, expiration date and preservative information 
Reference Method(s): SM 10200 H 
 
 

 
Description: 47mm Glass Fiber Filter; Chlorophyll-a, Pheophytin-a  
Cap: None, filter is housed in a clear petri dish 
Preservation: None 
ID Sticker: None 
Reference Method(s): SM 10200 H 
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Description: 125mL HDPE Bottle; Nitrate 
Cap: Clear  
Preservation: Pre-preserved with 5.0mL of 10% Sulfuric Acid 
ID Sticker: Yellow pre-preserved sticker, White MDH label with analysis, expiration date and  

        preservative information 
Reference Method(s): EPA 353.2, EPA 350.1 
 

 
Description: 125mL HDPE Bottle; Nitrate  
Cap: White - lined 
Preservation: None 
ID Sticker: White MDH label with analysis, expiration date and preservative information 
Reference Method(s): EPA 353.2 
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Description: 125mL HDPE Bottle; Fluoride  
Cap: Clear  
Preservation: None 
ID Sticker: White MDH label with analysis, expiration date and preservative information 
Reference Method(s): SM 4500-F C 
 

 
Description: 500mL HDPE Bottle; Cyanide  
Cap: White - lined 
Preservation: Preserved at collection with 20mL of 2.5N Sodium Hydroxide; add entire contents of  

small opaque bottle provided 
ID Sticker: White MDH label with analysis, expiration date and preservative information 
Reference Method(s): SM 4500-CN F, EPA 335.4 
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Description: 250mL HDPE Bottle; Nutrient Parameters 
Cap: White - lined 
Preservation: Preserved at collection with 5.0mL of 10% Sulfuric Acid; add entire contents of yellow  

capped, plastic vial provided 
ID Sticker: White MDH label with analysis, expiration date and preservative information 
Reference Method(s): EPA 365.1, EPA 350.1, EPA 351.2, EPA 353.2, EPA 410.4, SM 5310 C  
 
 

 
Description: 125mL HDPE Bottle; General Chemistry Parameters 
Cap: White - lined 
Preservation: None 
ID Sticker: White MDH label with analysis, expiration date and preservative information 
Reference Method(s): SM 4500 NO2 B, SM 2320 B, SM 4500-F C, SM 4500-SiO2 C, SM 4500 PE,  

  EPA 365.1, EPA 300.1 
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Description: 250mL HDPE Bottle; General Chemistry Parameters 
Cap: White - lined 
Preservation: None 
ID Sticker: White MDH label with analysis, expiration date and preservative information 
Reference Method(s): SM 5910 B, SM 5310 C, EPA 365.1, EPA 300.1  
 
 

 
Description: 1L HDPE Bottle; General Chemistry Parameters 
Cap: Clear  
Preservation: None 
ID Sticker: White MDH label with analysis, expiration date and preservative information 
Reference Method(s): SM 2540 B, SM 2540 C, SM 2540 D, SM 2540 E, SM 2130 B,                    

 SM 4500-H+B, SM 2510 B, SM 2320 B, SM 4500-SiO2 C, SM    
 5910 B, SM 2120 B, EPA 300.1, EPA 160.4, EPA  
 365.1 
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Description: 2L HDPE Bottle; General Chemistry Parameters 
Cap: Clear  
Preservation: None 
ID Sticker: White MDH label with analysis, expiration date and preservative information 
Reference Method(s): SM 2540 B, SM 2540 C, SM 2540 D, SM 2540 E, SM 2130 B,                    

 SM 4500-H+B, SM 2510 B, SM 2320 B, SM 4500-SiO2 C, SM    
 5910 B, SM 4500-P E, EPA 300.1, EPA 160.4, EPA 365.1,  

 

 
Description: 250mL HDPE Jar; Inorganic Solids 
Cap: White  
Preservation: None single container may be used for soil analysis of both metals and chemistry  

parameters 
ID Sticker: White MDH label with analysis, expiration date and preservative information 
Reference Method(s): Quik Chem 13-115-01-1-B, Quik Chem 13-107-06-2-D, EPA 9045 D, EPA  

300.1 
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Microbiology Sample Containers: 
 

 
Description: 120mL HDPE (Sterile) Bottle; Microbiological Parameters  
Cap: White - lined 
Preservation: Pre-preserved with 10–35mg of Sodium Thiosulfate 
ID Sticker: White MDH label with analysis, expiration date and preservative information 
Reference Method(s): EPA 1103.1, SM 9222 B, SM 9222 G2, SM 9222 D, SM 9230 C, SM 9215 B,  

  SM 9213 E, SM 9223 
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Metals Sample Containers: 
 

 
Description: 250mL HDPE Jar; Inorganic Solids 
Cap: White  
Preservation: None; single container may be used for soil analysis of both metals and chemistry  

parameters 
ID Sticker: White MDH label with analysis, expiration date and preservative information 
Reference Method(s): SW 6010 B, SW 6020, SW 7471, MDH 
 

 
Description: 120mL HDPE Bottle; Mercury 
Cap: White - lined 
Preservation: Preserved at collection with 2.5 mL of 25% Hydrochloric Acid and 25% Nitric Acid;  

add entire contents of blue capped, plastic vial provided  
ID Sticker: White MDH label with analysis, expiration date and preservative information 
Reference Method(s): EPA 245.2, SW 6020 
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Description: 250mL HDPE Bottle; Metals Parameters  
Cap: White - lined 
Preservation: Preserved at collection with 2.5mL of 20% Nitric Acid; add entire contents of red  

capped, plastic vial provided 
ID Sticker: White MDH label with analysis, expiration date and preservative information 
Reference Method(s): SM 2340 B, EPA 200.7, EPA 200.8, SW 6020 
 
 


