
                    

 
MLS: Laboratory Update 
UPS Thanksgiving Holiday Schedule - 
Transport of Newborn Screening Specimens 
Receipt of Influenza Specimens 
November 18, 2009

 
 
 
Purpose of this Message:  
To inform you of the need to plan ahead for UPS pick up and delivery for Newborn Screening Specimens 
during the Thanksgiving Holiday, and to notify you of hours of operation of the MDH – Public Health 
Laboratory (PHL). 
 
 
Facilities that rely on regular UPS pick-up to send samples to MDH (or other laboratories) need to 
be aware of UPS Thanksgiving schedule.  
 
- Thursday, November 26th (Thanksgiving), no UPS pickup or delivery 
 
- Friday, November 27th delivery of UPS air packages only. Automatic daily pickup service not provided. 
Pickup for air shipments AVAILABLE if PREARRANGED by Wednesday November 25th (Please 
call them if you send your newborn screens by UPS.) 
 
- Saturday service is unchanged. 
 
Receipt of Specimens into the MDH-PHL 
MDH will be closed on Thanksgiving, Thursday (11/26) and Friday (11/27). However, there will be staff 
available to receive samples from UPS and couriers on Friday (11/27) and Saturday (11/28). 
Minnesota Department of Health, newborn screening and influenza testing laboratory staff will be 
working on Friday and Saturday. 
 
Newborn Screening contact: 
Beau Crabb, MS, Genetic Counselor 
Newborn Screening Program, Minnesota Department of Health  
E-mail:  beau.crabb@health.state.mn.us  
Phone: 651-201-5670 
 
Thank you and have a Happy Thanksgiving. 
 
Paula M. Snippes, MT (ASCP) 
Program Advisor, Minnesota Laboratory System 
Public Health Laboratory, Minnesota Department of Health 
Phone: 651-201-5581 
paula.snippes@state.mn.us  
www.health.state.mn.us/mls 
 
This is an update from the Minnesota Department of Health – Public Health Laboratory (MDH-PHL) and 
the Minnesota Laboratory System (MLS).  This message is being sent to MLS laboratory contacts serving 
Minnesota residents. You are not required to reply to this message.   
 
**Please forward this to SEND-OUT personnel within your institution and Health System** 
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The content of this message is intended for public health and health care personnel and response partners 
who have a need to know the information to perform their duties.  It is for official use only.  Do not 
distribute beyond the intended recipient groups as described in this message. 
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