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January 26, 2006
Minnesota e-Health Tracks HIT Projects 

MDH is compiling profiles of Health Information Technology projects into a directory in order to support information sharing and knowledge exchange. This directory will help inform the advisory committee and policy makers as well as foster collaboration between similar projects.  We hope to obtain an initial snapshot of current activity and then regularly update the information. The directory is public and will be published on the Minnesota e-Health website. If you know of a Health Information Technology project underway in Minnesota, please contact Barb Wills at 651-282-6373 or barb.wills@health.state.mn.us to contribute to the directory. 

Advisory Committee Recommendations Impact Policy Decisions 

Advisory Committee recommendations impact health information technology policy decisions made by the Commissioner of Health, the Governor’s Health Cabinet, and the Legislature.  Advisory Committee members’ feedback is needed on recommendations for “Goal 2: Interconnect Clinicians” and “Goal 3: Personalize Care.”  These recommendations grew out of group discussions at the 11/26/05 and 12/20/06 Advisory Committee meetings and will be sent to the Advisory Committee later this year. The recommendations will ultimately be presented to the public at the 2006 Minnesota e-Health Summit.

Communications Critical to e-Health Success
Cogent communication about e-Health is critically important to the success of this initiative. Helping Minnesotans understand this complex topic is challenging and needs to be done right.  MDH is recruiting an ad hoc group of communications/public relations professionals from people and organizations involved in Minnesota e-Health to refine an overarching communications campaign. Please contact MDH staff if you or your organization can help.

Assessing Health Information Technology 
MN e-Health is gathering information from Advisory Committee members and other health domain experts about the current status of HIT readiness/adoption in the state of Minnesota.  The results will form the basis for an annual HIT measurement assessment in Minnesota. To date, the assessment team has identified three in-depth surveys that are Minnesota-specific:

a. Stratis Health DOQ-IT Electronic Health Record Landscape Assessment

b. American Hospital Association Survey

c. Minnesota Local Public Health Survey and on-site interviews

MN e-Health Builds Momentum at Summit 2006

The 2006 Minnesota e-Health Summit will be on June 29, 2006, at the Northland Inn in Brooklyn Park. Initial plans call for a one-day conference with two or three 70-90 minute breakouts in the afternoon. A half-day pre-conference workshop is under consideration. A program content committee will be chosen from the Advisory Committee members. Look for information soon about online conference registration.  We urge you to sign up early, as seating will be limited to 400 attendees.  
Legislative Hearing (testimony and slides)

On January 17, 2006, Scott Leitz and Marty LaVenture gave an update on Minnesota e-Health at a joint Senate-House meeting co-chaired by Senator Becky Lourey and Representative Jim Abeler.

InformationLinks Grant Advances Minnesota Public Health Information Network (MN-PHIN)

The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation awarded the Minnesota Department of Health an InformationLinks grant in late November 2005. Over the next year, the grant will support work to link the governance and operations of the MN-PHIN initiative with Minnesota e-Health and MN-HIE. The project will gather information about exchange requirements for public health practitioners and clinicians in order to identify barriers, strategies, and priorities for exchange. A new MN-PHIN Steering Committee will begin meeting in February to set policy and work on coordination of public health information exchange.

MN-HIE Interim Board of Directors Retreats to Move Forward

The Interim Board of Directors for the Minnesota Health Information Exchange meets for the first time at a planning retreat on January 30.  At the retreat, they will be setting their agenda and reviewing priorities for the coming months.  For more information on the MN-HIE Interim Board of Directors, please contact Greg Linden at Stratis Health, GLinden@mnqio.sdps.org.
2006 Upcoming Events
Minnesota 

· Ongoing U of M Informatics Seminars, St. Paul www.hinfgrad.umn.edu/seminar/hinfseminar.html
· February 27, 2006 EMR Technology Expo, St. Paul RiverCentre 

http://cl.exct.net/?ffcb10-fe5f1075766001757614-fdde15777c6d0d7f711c7972-ff2b12777660
· June 29, Minnesota e-Health Summit 2006, Northland Inn, Brooklyn Park

· July 17 – 18, Rural Health Conference: Smart Health 2006, Duluth

National 
· February 13-16, HIMSS Annual Conference, San Diego, California
· April 9 – 11, Connecting Communities for Better Health Learning Forum and Exhibition, Washington, D.C.
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E-mail: MNe-Health@state.mn.us



Telephone:  Marty LaVenture (651-201-5950) or Barb Wills (651-282-6373)

