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Monthly Update Calls

• Purpose of the Calls: 
– Brief update on issues important to Minnesota Stakeholders 
– Provide a Q & A opportunity
– Compliment other communications activities 

• Monthly Timing of the Calls
– Usually Third Thursday of the Month from 4:00 - 4:45 p.m.
– Next Call Scheduled for December16, 2010 

• E-mail feedback & suggestions for improvement to 
bob.b.johnson@state.mn.us
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Plan for Receiving Questions
From Conference Call Participants

• All lines will be muted during the call

• E-mail questions to bob.b.johnson@state.mn.us at any 
time during the presentation

• Questions will be addressed following the presentation

Following the call:
Questions will be reviewed and staff will identify future

resource materials to be posted.
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Reminder  

• We don’t have all the answers but we are very 
interested in hearing your questions and your 
perspectives. 
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Regional Extension Assistance Center 
for HIT (REACH) Update
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Clinical Director

Regional Extension Assistance Center for HIT (REACH)

November 18, 2010
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Outline

• REACH Update

• How to determine if your EHR is certified

• Finding the:
– Testing criteria used to evaluate EHRs on each 
meaningful use criteria

– Specifications for the quality measures
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Regional Extension Assistance Center 
for HIT (REACH)
• An HIT Extension Center serving Minnesota and 
North Dakota

• Project of the Key Health Alliance: Stratis Health, 
National Rural Health Resource Center, and The 
College of St. Scholastica

• In close cooperation with:
– North Dakota Health Care Review, Inc.
– University of ND, Center for Rural Health

• Supported by ARRA funds to assist primary care 
providers and small hospitals in becoming 
meaningful users of Health Information Technology
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REACH’s Commitment

• Working toward realizing the National 
Priorities Partnership for improving health 
care with the assistance of Health Information 
Technology – Our Proposal:

• By February 2012
– 3600 primary care providers will exceed 
Meaningful Use Stage 1

• By February 2014
– 5200 primary care providers will exceed 
Meaningful Use Stage 1

• But a Program Information Notice (PIN‐001) 
from CMS changed all that…
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As a result, we sent a confusing 
messages…

• February 2010:
– “We have subsidies to work with you!”

• June 2010:
– “We don’t have subsidies to work with you.”

• October 2010:
– “We might have subsidies to work with you.”

• This confusion alienated many potential 
clients and made it difficult to recruit them
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Good News! Clarity from the ONC

• Received final approval of an interpretation of the 
Priority Primary Care Provider definition on Oct 18th

– We can now have:
• A clear definition of under insured and underserved which 
includes rural

• Permission to work with small clinics who recently joined a 
consortium

• A clear definition of a public hospital (allowing us to work with 
their clinics)

• Received word that funds will soon be released 
enabling us to begin work with hospitals under 50 
beds.

• As a result…
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REACH’s Progress

State 10/11/2010 11/8/2010

Field Consultants 12 (7.25 FTEs) 16 (9.25 FTEs)

Primary Care Providers ? ?

Signed 117 601

Awaiting Signatures 864 ~500

Registered Only 1327 1298

Total 1841 ~2400

Small and Critical Access Hospitals 123 123

Signed 0 39

Registered 67 58
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Where Does REACH Stand Compared 
with Other Extension Centers?

• 62 Regional Extension Centers:
– Average signed PPCPs: 

• Mean: 299

• Mode: 250

– Colorado, North Carolina, Northern California 
and NYC > 1000 PPCPs
• Some with no provider fees

– REACH 601 signed PPCPs
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Staffing

• Just adding staff in MN and ND

• Will be adding:
– HIT Consultants

– Subject Matter Experts (SMEs)

• Watch the REACH website: 
http://www.khaREACH.org
– We plan to start ramping up in December
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Preferred Vendor Program

• Moving carefully

• Some RECs require working with a 
particular vendor
– REACH does not

• ONC and RECs are “feeling the heat”
– Concern regarding litigation from unselected 
vendors

– One law firm has been requesting information 
from RECs
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Coordinating with Other HIT Entities

• Collaborating with WHITECH
– The Wisconsin REC

• Coordinating with HealthPOINT
– The South Dakota REC

• Collaborating with hospital networks
– Example: SISU for stand alone Critical Access 
Hospitals and possibly, some hospital 
assessments for CAHs with clinics

– Depending on their capacity and capability
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Meaningful Use Boot Camp

• Offered at St Thomas in October
• 7 hour class with small group discussions 
and problem solving

• Very well received
• Plan to begin offering these more broadly 
in December

• Two tracks:
– Clinic: December 7th

– Hospital: December 8th
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Cost of a 1 Year Contract For Clients 
Signing Through November 30th

Without an 
EHR

With an EHR
Signing before

Nov 30th

With an EHR
Signing after
Nov 30th but 
before Jan 31st

Multi–site 
Medical Group 
>30 sites or 

>260 providers

Clinics with 
Primary Care
Fee / Co‐pay

$1000/ site 
$500/ PCP
$1000/ 

specialist *

$1000 / 
facility

$500/ site 
$250/ PCP
$500/ 

specialist *

Go through  
scoping 
process

Critical 
Access/ Rural 
Hospital <50 
Beds
Fee / Co‐pay

$1350 / hospital N/A
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PCP = primary care provider Specialist = specialty provider
* Provider fees up to cap TBD
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Time is running out!

• Register on www.khaREACH.org
• No commitment with registration
• Once registered, we call to understand a potential 
client’s situation

• We then send a service level agreement based upon 
your needs

• Once signed, we start our year‐long commitment of 
bringing a client to meaningful use and beyond

• Remember: clients will not be able to sign a contract 
after January 31st for subsidized services

18



REACH - Achieving meaningful use of your EHR 19

How do you know if your EHR is 
Certified?

• To achieve Meaningful Use, one must use a 
ONC Authorized Testing and Certification 
Body (ONC‐ATCB) certified EHR

• Listings of the EHRs and what they certified 
upon can be found at:
– http://onc‐chpl.force.com/ehrcert

• This is what you will find…
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ONC Certified EHR Products Site
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Certified Product Details
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Criteria Descriptions
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Inpatient Module
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Testing Criteria
• Testing criteria for each of these modules can be found at:

– http://healthcare.nist.gov/use_testing/effective_requirements.html
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• Good resource to check if you wish 
to know what really has been 
tested
– Quality Measures – Vendors get to 

choose which three menu‐item 
quality measures they wish to be 
tested on
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Quality Measure Specifications

• For Eligible Professionals 
and Hospitals:
– http://www.cms.gov/Qua

lityMeasures/03_Electron
icSpecifications.asp
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Key Health Alliance—Stratis Health, Rural Health Resource Center, and The 
College of St. Scholastica.

REACH is a project federally funded through the Office of the National Coordinator, Department of Health and Human 
Services (grant number EP‐HIT‐09‐003).
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Questions?

e-mail questions to 
bob.b.johnson@state.mn.us
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For More Information

Liz Cinqueonce
Deputy Director
MDH 
Office of Health Information Technology
liz.cinqueonce@state.mn.us
651-201-5979

Bob Johnson
MDH 
Office of Health Information Technology
bob.b.johnson@state.mn.us
651-201-4856

www.health.state.mn.us/e-health


