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7:15 – 8:15 a.m. Registration/Continental Breakfast 
Project Showcase/Vendor Expo 
 

8:15 – 8:30 a.m.  Opening Remarks 
Moderator: Martin LaVenture, PhD, MPH, Director, Center for Health Informatics, Minnesota Department of Health 
 
Sanne Magnan, MD, PhD, Minnesota Commissioner of Health 
James Golden, PhD, Director, Division of Health Policy, Minnesota Department of Health 
 

8:30 – 9:15 a.m.  Making the Connection: Health Information Technology and Quality Health Care 
Carolyn M. Clancy, MD, Director, Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality  
 

9:15 – 9:45 a.m.  Minnesota e-Health: From Vision to Action 
Jennifer P. Lundblad, MBA, PhD; President and Chief Executive Officer, Stratis Health;  

MN e-Health Advisory Committee Co-Chair 
Mary Wellik, BSN, MPH, Director, Olmsted County Public Health Services; 

MN e-Health Advisory Committee Co-Chair 
 

9:45 – 10:15 a.m. Break/Project Showcase/Vendor Expo 
 

10:15 – 11:45 a.m.  Minnesota Statewide Implementation Plan for Interoperable Electronic Health Records 
Moderator: Frank Cerra, MD, Senior Vice President for Health Sciences, University of Minnesota 
 
Alan Abramson, PhD, Senior Vice President, Information Services and Chief Information Officer, HealthPartners;     

Statewide Implementation Plan Workgroup Co-chair 
Maureen Ideker, RN, BSN, MBA, Associate Administrator Care Management/Chief Nursing Officer, Rice Memorial Hospital; 

Statewide Implementation Plan Workgroup Co-chair                          
 
Reflections on Implementing the Plan 
Panel members will discuss their response to the recommendations in the plan and how the group they represent can use the 
plan as they work toward meeting the mandate for interoperable EHRs by 2015. Included below is information about the 
panelist’s background as it relates to health information technology. 
 
Panelists 
 
Virginia Greenman, Consumer Representative 

Ms Greenman worked in health and human services for over 20 years. She has served as the consumer representative on 
the Minnesota Health Care Commission as well as on the board of directors at the Neighborhood Healthcare Network, the 
Hamm Clinic and Stratis Health. She also has represented consumers on the American Health Quality Association board 
which represents the Quality Improvement Organizations and professionals working to improve the quality of health care 
in communities across America. 

 
Jim Lyons, Administrator, Hutchinson Medical Center (HMC) 

HMC is a physician-owned multispecialty clinic in central Minnesota with over 150 employees and 31 providers.  In 
addition to the outpatient clinic, HMC provides services in the local hospital and several skilled nursing facilities. HMC's 
EMR planning officially started in October 2005, with selection of a system in June 2006, and "Go-live" in September 
2007. HMC is currently planning a version upgrade and fine tuning work flows. 

 
Noel Peterson, MD, Physician, Olmsted Medical Center 

Olmsted Medical Center (OMC), a not-for-profit organization, has 149 clinicians and nearly 1,000 health care 
professionals serving at 14 locations, including a multi-specialty clinic, a hospital with a walk-in urgent care and a 24-
hour emergency room, and 10 community branch clinics. Dr Peterson was OMC’s President in 2001 when OMC began 
implementation of an EHR as a beta site. 
 

Peter Schuna, CEO/Administrator, Cerenity Senior Care -  Humboldt Campus 
Cerenity Senior Care - Humboldt Campus (non-profit) is a 14-acre campus with skilled nursing, transitional care, assisted 
living and independent senior living. Cerenity Senior Care has been utilizing an EHR since August of 2006, with point of 
care kiosks that allow almost real-time data to be integrated into the EHR. Cerenity's current EHR lacks decision support 
tools, rich data reports, and interoperability--all of which are part of planned enhancements for the future. 
  

 
  



 
12:45 – 2:15 p.m.  Breakout Sessions 1-4 

 
Northland 
East 

Session 1 – EHRs: Good Planning Equals Good Outcomes 

Moderator: Walter Cooney, MA, JD, Executive Director, Neighborhood Healthcare Network 
Speakers: EHR Strategic Planning 

Mark Roisen, Executive Director, Lac qui Parle Health Network 
 Sauk Centre e-Health Collaborative 

Mike Flicker, MBA, Administrator, Lakeview Medical Clinic  
 Paper is the Enemy: Strategies for Victory 

James M. Welters, MD, Chief Medical Officer/EMR Director, Northwest Family Physicians 
  
Minnesota  
North 

Session 2 – Improving Population Health Through HIT 

Moderator: Carol Berg, RN, MPH, Public Health and County Manager, UCare 
Speakers: Improving Population Health and the Minnesota e-Health Initiative 

Karen Zeleznak, MPH, MS, Public Health Administrator, Bloomington Division of Public Health  
 Improving Quality and Population Health 

Chris Lamer, PharmD, MHS, BCPS, CDE, Commander, US Public Health Service, Indian Health Service 
 Population Health: Using Clinical Data to Improve Health 

Susan Gentilli, MBA, RHIA, CPHQ, Director, Quality Measurement and Improvement, HealthPartners 
  
Northland 
West 

Session 3 – Implementing Health Information Exchange in Minnesota 
 

Moderator: Donald P. Connelly, MD, PhD, Professor, Laboratory Medicine and Pathology, University of Minnesota 
Speakers: Health Information Exchange in support of eQuality Solutions: 

Enabling Safe and Effective Medical Practice while Decreasing Costs 
Peter Elkin, MD,  

 Minnesota Health Information Exchange 
Mike Ubl, Director, eHealth and IT Strategy, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Minnesota; Interim Director, Minnesota 
Health Information Exchange 

 CHIC and Health Information Exchange 
Cheryl M. Stephens,  MT(ASCP), MBA, Executive Director, Community Health Information Collaborative 

  
Minnesota 
South 

Session 4 – Getting Your Board (and Other Key Leaders) on Board for HIT 
 

Moderator:  Jennifer Sundby, MA, RHIA, Health Information Management Consultant, The Evangelical Lutheran Good 
Samaritan Society 

Speakers: Swift County – Benson Hospital: An EMR Story 
Frank Lawatsch, MHA, Chief Executive Officer, Swift County – Benson Hospital 

 Getting Your Board on Board: Electronic Health Record 
Joanne Sunquist, RN, MS, Chief Information Officer, Hennepin County Medical Center 

 Getting Leadership on Board: Helping Your Board (and Other Key Leaders) Understand Their Role in 
HIT  
Jennifer P. Lundblad, MBA, PhD, President and Chief Executive Officer, Stratis Health 

  
2:15 – 2:45 p.m.  Break/Project Showcase/Vendor Expo 

 

 



 
2:45 – 4:30 p.m. Breakout Sessions 5-8 

 
Northland  
East 

Session 5 – Preparing the Workforce for HIT 
 

Moderator: Shirley Eichenwald Maki, MBA, RHIA, FAHIMA, Assistant Professor, Department of Healthcare Informatics and 
Information Management, The College of St. Scholastica 

Speakers: Preparing the Workforce: Lessons Learned from the Minnesota T.I.G.E.R. Summit 
Bonnie Westra, PhD, RN, Assistant Professor, University of Minnesota, School of Nursing 

 Teaching with Technology, Learning as Discovery – the Good, the Bad and the Ugly 
Marty Witrak, PhD, RN, CS, Dean, School of Nursing; Executive Director, Center for Healthcare Innovation, 
The College of St. Scholastica 

 Do We Have to Teach Clinicians to Utilize Technology? 
Ray Gensinger, Jr, MD, Chief Medical Information Officer, Fairview Health Services 

  
Minnesota 
North 

Session 6 – Optimizing the Use and Effectiveness of an EHR 
 

Moderator: Rebecca Schierman, MPH, Manager, Quality Improvement, Minnesota Medical Association 
Speakers: Optimizing the Use and Effectiveness of an EHR 

Jim Lyons, Administrator, Hutchinson Medical Center 
 Small Town Healthcare Gets Wired: An Update 

Timothy James Arnold, MD, Physician, Riverwood Health Center 
 Using Clinical Decision Support to Optimize Your EHR 

Paul Kleeberg, MD, Medical Director, Clinical Decision Support, HealthEast Care System 
  
Northland 
West 

Session 7 – Health Data Transactions and Standards 
 

Moderator: Bobbie McAdam, Director, e-Business, Medica 
Speakers: Clinical Transactions and Minnesota e-Health Standards 

Bobbie McAdam, Director, e-Business, Medica 
 Electronic Prescribing to Improve Rural Primary Care Quality and Utility of Related Standards 

Chris Sonnenschein, PharmD, Senior Project Manager-Information Technology, Avera Health 
 A Vision for an Immunization Registry Integrated with EHRs 

Kevin Larsen, MD, FACP, Chief Medical Informatics Officer, Hennepin County Medical Center 
  
Minnesota  
South 

Session 8 – Health Information Privacy and Confidentiality in an Electronic World 
 

Moderator James Golden, PhD, Director, Division of Health Policy, Minnesota Department of Health 
Speakers: Minnesota Privacy Trends 

Laurie Beyer-Kropuenske, JD, Director, Information Policy Analysis Division, Minnesota Department of 
Administration 

 When Does Minnesota Law Supersede HIPAA? 
Gerald “Jud” DeLoss, Attorney, Gray Plant Mooty 

 Implementing Privacy & Confidentiality Laws: A Comparison of State and Federal Privacy Laws 
Miaja Cassidy, Associate General Counsel, Medica 

  
All Sessions  Closing Comments and Evaluations 
 


