
Violence and Abuse of People with Disabilities Resources 
   Prepared by Nancy M. Fitzsimons, PhD, MSW 

Department of Social Work 
Minnesota State University, Mankato 

Nancy.fitzsimons@mnsu.edu 

 

1 
 

Curriculum/Training Materials 

Ace, Kelly J. (2002). Persons With Disabilities Can Speak Out! Supporting Victims Who Want To Tell Their Stories. 
Phildadelphia, PA: Temple University Institute on Disabilities. 

Ace, Kelly J. & Roper, Mary Catherine. (2002). Assisting Victims and Witnesses With Disabilities in the Criminal Justice 
System: A Curriculum for Lawyers. Philadelphia, PA: Temple University Institute on Disabilities. 

Fitzsimons, N. M., & Wilkins, T. (2005). Shadow Victims: Crimes Against People With Disabilities (on-line course and 
workbook). Mankato, MN: Minnesota State University Mankato. 

Hughes, C.M., & Abramson, W.H. (2000). Stop the violence, break the silence: A training guide. Austin, TX: Morgan 
Printing. 

 
Office for Victims of Crime. (2002). First Response to Victims of Crime Who Have a Disability. Washington, DC: U.S. 

Department of Justice Office of Justice Programs. 

Office for Victims of Crime. (n.d.). Victim Services in Rural Law Enforcement. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Justice 
Office of Justice Programs. 

Office for Victims of Crime. (2009). Victims With Disabilities: Collaborative, Multidisciplinary First Response. Washington, 
D.C.: U.S. Department of Justice Office of Justice Programs. 

Office for Victims of Crime. (2007). Victims With Disabilities: The Forensic Interview.  Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department 
of Justice Office of Justice Programs. 

Paymar, Michael, & Pence, Ellen. (1999). Domestic Violence: The law enforcement response (Rev. ed.). Duluth, MN: 
Minnesota Program Development, Inc.  

SafePlace Institute. (n.d.). Responding to violent crimes against people with disabilities: A manual for law enforcement, 
prosecutors and court personnel. Austin, TX: SafePlace Institute. 

Wisconsin Coalition Against Domestic Violence. (n.d.a). Abuse of people with disabilities caregiver Power and Control 
Wheel. Retrieved April 21, 2008, from http://www.ncall.us/docs/P&C_Wheel_Disabilities.pdf 

Wisconsin Coalition Against Domestic Violence. (n.d.b). Non-Violent Caregiver-Care Receiver Equality Wheel. Retrieved 
April 21, 2008, from http://www.ncall.us/docs/P&C_Wheel_Disabilities.pdf 

Speaking for Ourselves. (2002/2006). Sexual Abuse Awareness Training for Self-Advocates. Philadelphia, PA: Temple 
University Institute on Disabilities. 

Books/Booklets 

Baladerian, N.J. (1998). Interviewing skills to use with abuse victims who have developmental disabilities. Washington, 
DC: National Center on Elder Abuse. 
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Fitzsimons, N. M. (2009). Combating violence and abuse of people with disabilities: A call to action. Baltimore, MD: Paul 
H. Brookes Publishing Co. 

Guidry Tyiska, C. (1998). Working with victims of crime with disabilities. OVC Bulletin, U.S. Department of Justice, Office 
of Justice Programs. Retrieved April 21, 2008, from 
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/ovc/publications/factshts/disable.htm. 

Hingsburger, D. (1995). Just say know!: Understanding and reducing the risk of sexual victimization of people with 
developmental disabilities. Eastman, Quebec, Canada: Diverse City Press. 

Justice Institute of British Columbia. (1996). Charting new waters: Responding to violence against women with 
disabilities. British Columbia, Canada: Justice Institute of B.C. 

Mansell, S., & Sobsey, D. (2001). Counseling people with developmental disabilities who have been sexually abused. 
Kingston, NY: NADD Press. 

Otto, J.M. (Ed.). Abuse and neglect of vulnerable adult populations. Kingston, NJ: Civic Research Institute. 

Petersilia, J., Foote, J., & Crowell, N.A. (Eds.). (2001). Crime victims with developmental disabilities: A report of a 
workshop. Washington, DC: National Academies Press. 

Saxton, M. (2009). Sticks and stones: Disabled People’s stories of abuse, defiance and resilience. Oakland, CA: World 
Institute on Disability. 

Schwier & Hingsburger. (2000). Sexuality: Your sons and daughters with intellectual disabilities. Baltimore, MD: Paul H. 
Brookes Publishing Co. 

Sobsey, D. (1994). Violence and abuse in the lives of people with disabilities: The end of silent acceptance? Baltimore: 
Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co. 

National Clearinghouse on Abuse in Later Life (NCALL), Wisconsin Coalition Against Domestic Violence. (2000). Safety 
planning: A guide for individuals with physical disabilities. Retrieved April 20, 2008, from 
http://www.ncall.us/docs/Disability_Safety_Plan.pdf 

National Clearinghouse on Abuse in Later Life (NCALL), Wisconsin Coalition Against Domestic Violence. (2003). Safety 
planning: How you can help. Retrieved April 20, 2008, from 13 
http://www.ncall.us/docs/SafetyPlanCogDisText.pdf 

Walker-Hirsch. (2007). The facts of life …and more: Sexuality and intimacy for people with intellectual disabilities. 
Baltimore, MD: Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co. 

Journals 
 

 Victimization of the Elderly and Disabled. Kingston, NJ: Civic Research Institute. 

 Journal of Elder Abuse and Neglect 

 Journal of Adult Protection 

 Sexuality and Disabilities 

http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/ovc/publications/factshts/disable.htm
http://www.ncall.us/docs/Disability_Safety_Plan.pdf
http://www.ncall.us/docs/SafetyPlanCogDisText.pdf
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DVD/ VHS 

Institute on Disabilities at Temple University (Producers). (2002). End the Silence [DVD]. Philadelphia, PA: Temple 
University Institute on Disabilities. 

Justice Institute of British Columbia (Producer). (1996). Charting New Waters: Responding to Violence Against Women 
with Disabilities [VHS]. British Columbia: Justice Institute. 

National Victim Assistance Academy. (Producer). (2005). Listen to My Story: Communicating With Victims of Crime [VHS]. 
Washington D.C.: U.S. Department of Justice. 

National Victim Assistance Academy. (Producer). (2005). Meeting the Needs of Underserved Victims [VHS]. Washington 
D.C.: U.S. Department of Justice. 

National Victim Assistance Academy. (Producer). (1999). The News Media’s Coverage of Crime and Victimization [VHS]. 
Washington D.C.: U.S. Department of Justice. 

Office for Victims of Crime. (Producer). (2007). DNA: Critical Issues for Those Who Work with Victims [DVD]. Washington 
D.C.: U.S. Department of Justice. 

Office for Victims of Crime. (Producer). (2002). Meet Us Where We Are [DVD]. Washington D.C.: U.S. Department of 
Justice. 

Office for Victims of Crime. (Producer). (2006). Sexual Assault Response Teams: Partnering for Success [DVD]. 
Washington D.C.: U.S. Department of Justice. 

Office for Victims of Crime. (Producer). (2002). The Time Is Now [DVD]. Washington D.C.: U.S. Department of Justice. 

Office for Victims of Crime. (Producer). (2009). Victims with Disabilities: Collaborative, Multidisciplinary First Response 
[DVD]. Washington D.C.: U.S. Department of Justice. 

Office for Victims of Crime. (Producer). (2007). Victims with Disabilities: The Forensic Interview [DVD]. Washington D.C.: 
U.S. Department of Justice. 

SafePlace Institute. (2002). Disability, Violence and Survival [DVD/VHS]. Austin, TX: SafePlace Institute. 

Video Action Fund. (2000). Serving Crime Victims with Disabilities. Boston: Fanlight Productions,  

Young Adult Institute: National Institute for People with Disabilities Network. (n.d.) Is This Abuse?: An Essential Training 
Program for All Direct Care Staff Working in the Field of Developmental Disabilities [DVD].  


