
 



 

Environmental Surveillance and 
Assessment Section Organizational Chart 
This is the org chart for the Environmental Surveillance and Assessment Section in the 
Environmental Health Division of the Minnesota Department of Health.  

Manager’s Office 
James Kelly is the Environmental Health Manager, with four unit supervisors directly reporting 
to him, along with three staff that serve ESA as well as the EH division. 

▪ Jill Bjornberg, Management Analyst 4 
▪ Deanna Scher, Epidemiologist Principal 
▪ Patricia McCann, Research Scientist 3 
▪ Rick Kipp, Health Program Representative 

Health Risk Assessment Unit 
The first unit is the Health Risk Assessment Unit, supervised by Sarah Johnson, Research 
Scientist Supervisor 2.   

▪ James Jacobus, Epidemiologist Principal Toxicologist 
▪ Helen Goeden, Epidemiologist Principal Toxicologist 
▪ Kristine Klos, Research Scientist 2 
▪ Nancy Rice, Research Scientist 3 
▪ Alex Bogdan, Research Scientist 3 
▪ Katie Fallace, Research Scientist 2 
▪ Christopher Greene, Environmental Research Scientist 

 

Health Risk Intervention Unit 
The second unit is the Health Risk Intervention Unit, supervised by Stephanie Yendell, 
Epidemiologist Supervisor Senior. Two programs fall under her supervision:  

Healthy Homes and Lead staffed by:  

▪ Zaynab Rezania, Epidemiologist Senior 
▪ Katie Haugen, Planner Senior 
▪ Larry Olson, Health Program Representative Intermediate 
▪ Michelle Gin, Planner Senior 
▪ Duzong Yang, Health Educator 1 
▪ Kaitlin Houlihan, Research Scientist 2 Health Informatics 
▪ Ben Stroebel, Student Worker 
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▪ Hafsa Ali, State Program Admin Tech Specialist 

Environmental Impact Analysis Unit 
The third unit is the Environmental Impact Analysis Unit, supervised by Kristin Raab, Research 
Scientist Supervisor 2.  Two programs falls under her supervision:  

Planning/Communications Team staffed by:  

▪ Nissa Tupper, Team Lead/Planner Principal 
▪ Emmy Waldhart, Planner Principal 

Research Team staffed by:  

▪ Brenda Hoppe, Epidemiologist Senior 
▪ David Bell, Environmental Research Scientist 
▪ Kristen Kellock, Research Scientist 

Site Assessment and Consultation Unit 
The fourth unit is the Site Assessment & Consultation Unit, supervised by David Jones, Research 
Scientist Supervisor 2 position.  David supervises the following program:  

Hazardous Release Consultation staffed by:  

▪ Elizabeth Robertson, Research Scientist  
▪ Ginny Yingling, Research Scientist 3  
▪ Daniel Pena, Environmental Research Scientist 
▪ Emily Hansen, Environmental Research Scientist 
▪ Julie Kadrie, Planning Director State  
▪ Larry Souther, Environmental Research Scientist 
▪ Jill Korinek, Research Analysis Specialist 
▪ Carolyn Enright, Student Worker 
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