
 
ENVIRONMENTAL SURVEILLANCE AND ASSESSMENT  

Skin-Lightening Products Found to 
Contain Mercury  
TESTED PRODUCTS 

In testing conducted by the Minnesota Department of Health, the skin creams pictured below 
exceeded the U.S. Food and Drug Administration's limit of no more than one part per million 
(ppm) of mercury in cosmetic products. THIS LIST IS NOT MEANT TO BE COMPREHENSIVE. 
Skin-lightening products tested in other parts of the U.S. have also been found to contain 
mercury, and mercury may also be present in products that have not been tested. 

See information below about untested products and disposal of products containing mercury. 
DO NOT USE ANY OF THESE PRODUCTS. 

 

Product and Level of Mercury Detected 

“Lemon Herbal Whiting Cream” 
33,000 ppm 

 
Lulanjina – yellow cream 
16,700 ppm (jar on right) 

 
Lulanjina – white cream 
12,800 ppm (jar on left) 



M E R C U R Y  I N  S K I N  L I G H T E N I N G  P R O D U C T S  

2 

 
 Qian Mei – yellow cream 

3,540 ppm 

 
Qian Mei – white cream 

4,650 ppm 

  
Crème Diana C.T.R. 

6,370 ppm 

 
Savon pour L'acné Diana soap 

31 ppm 

 
Fasco 

4,600 ppm 

Milk Cream  
4,600 ppm 
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Jiao Li  

1,700 ppm 

 
Cream Aghader 

135 ppm 

  
(No English Product Name) 

28,800 ppm 

 
(No English Product Name) 

1,660 ppm 

 
BB Health & Beauty 

54,000 ppm 

 
BB Cream 
4,350 ppm 
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Be Be Special Cream 

5,600 ppm 
 

BBC Cream 
4,390 ppm 

 
BBC Cream 

9 ppm 

 
BBC Cream 
9,130 ppm 

 
BT Special Cream 

51 ppm 

  
CCM Perfect 501 White Cream 

5,810 ppm 

 
CCM Naomi 5 Day Special Cream 

5,400 ppm 

 
CCM Classic 
3,170 ppm 
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CCM Miss Beauty 7 Days White 

7,290 ppm 

 
CCM Cream 
5,180 ppm 

 
CCM V Special Cream 

4,320 ppm 

  
CCM Cream 
3,940 ppm 

 
CCM Q10 Extra Whitening 

4,090 ppm 

 
GCM Whitening Special Cream 

3,440 ppm 

 
Mild Cream 
1,630 ppm 

 
Prime White 
9,590 ppm 



M E R C U R Y  I N  S K I N  L I G H T E N I N G  P R O D U C T S  

6 

 
Rojzy Jilai 

2,230 ppm 
 

˥ɔῆẛsa Rice Milk Whitening Cream 

7,470 ppm 

 
˥ɔῆẛsa Whitening Cream 

22,000 ppm 

 
˥ɔῆẛsa Whitening Cream 96% 

6,460 ppm 

 
JIAOYAN 

10,200 ppm 

  
Avocado Night Cream 

3,730 ppm 
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OK 

1,860 ppm 

 
Unlabeled Container Packaged with Soap and 

Anti-Fungal Cream 
9,950 ppm 

When products were tested multiple times, the highest detected mercury level is listed. Product testing occurred in 2011 
and 2016. 

NOTE: This chart only lists products tested by MDH and found to contain mercury. Not all skin-
lightening products contain mercury, BUT PRODUCTS NOT LISTED HERE MAY ALSO CONTAIN 
MERCURY. 

A wide variety of skin-lightening products is available, from many different sources, and it isn't 
possible to test all of them for mercury. FOR THAT REASON, THESE PRODUCTS SHOULD 
ALWAYS BE USED WITH CAUTION. At a minimum, always make sure that: 

▪ The product you are using has an ingredients list AND 
▪ Mercury is not listed as an ingredient. Mercury may be listed under a number of different 

names, so check for anything that includes the words “calomel,” “mercuric,” “mercurous” 
or “mercurio.” 

If you have skin care products that may contain mercury, take them to a Household Hazardous 
Waste site in your area. See the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency website to find your HHW 
collection site. 
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