
 

  

  

 

Using these strategies

• Community 
engagement

• Public education

• Training

The community develops 
knowledge and skills

• Knowledge of the 
problem and root 
causes of high infant 
mortality rates in the 
African American 
community

• Knowledge of 
available public health 
data to address high 
infant mortality rates 
among African 
Americans

• Knowledge of 
culturally appropriate 
health interventions to 
decrease infant 
mortality in the 
African American 
community

• Knowledge of policies, 
systems and 
environments  that 
impact infant 
mortality

• Community and cross-
sector engagement 
skills

• Leadership skills

That can be used to:

• Identify the current 
dominant narrative 
about African 
American infant 
mortality

• Develop a new health 
equity narrative 
around African 
American infant 
mortality 

• Identify structural 
barriers in existing 
plans, policies and 
procedures of select 
health and social 
service agencies that 
create inequitable 
conditions that lead 
to poor birth 
outcomes among 
African American 
women

• Take action that will 
lead to policy, 
systems, and 
environmental 
changes

With a health equity lens, 
enable the creation and 
implementation of :

• A model of shared 
decision making and 
leadership for 
reducing infant 
mortality rates 
among U.S. born 
African American 
women living in 
Hennepin county 

• A comprehensive 
plan that addresses 
the high rates of 
infant mortality 
among U.S. born 
African American 
women living in 
Hennepin county 

In order to achieve:

• Transformation in 
public health practice 
in addressing infant 
mortality among the 
U.S. born African 
American population

Leading to:

• Decrease in infant 
mortality rates and 
elimination of 
disparities in infant 
mortality rates 
among U.S. born 
African American 
women in Hennepin 
countyExpand our 

understanding of what 

creates health 

Take a “health in all policies” approach 

with health equity as a goal 

Strengthen 

communities’ capacity 

to create their own 

healthy future 

MDH Triple Aim for Health Equity 

 

Social 
Education  
Family structure 
Social connections  
Culture 
Racism & discrimination 
Crime & violence 
Health services 

Physical 
Environment 
Housing 
Transportation 
Air & water 
Built environment 
Community amenities 

 

Economic 
Income 
Wealth 

Employment 
Advancement opportunities 

Individual 
Diet 

Tobacco use 
Drug & alcohol use 

Physical activity 
Sexual activity 

Pre- & post- natal health 

 

Individual, Policies and Systems Determinants 

MDH State Partnership Initiative to Improve Minority Health Grant 
Theory of Change: “Addressing African American Infant Mortality and Understanding Health Disparities from a Health Equity Perspective” 
(Draft 3-1-2016) 
 

 

 


