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UPDATED AGENDA: 2023 Minnesota Antibiotic 
Stewardship Conference 

April 25 - 26, 2023 | Virtual* | Two half-day sessions| Recommit to Stewardship 

Day 1 agenda: Tuesday, April 25, 2023 | 1 – 4:30 p.m. CDT 
TIME SESSION 
1:00 P.M. Welcome 

Ruth Lynfield, MD | State Epidemiologist & Medical Director 
Mohammed Abdalla, MBBS, MPH, MBA | Epidemiologist, HAI&AR Section 
Minnesota Department of Health 

1:05 P.M. Patient Story: Rosie Bartel on her experience as a Healthcare-Associated Infection survivor 

1:25 P.M. KEYNOTE SESSION – Health Equity and Antimicrobial Stewardship: What You Should Know 
and What You Can Do 
Zanthia Wiley, MD, FHM, FIDSA 
Infectious Diseases Specialist & Associate Professor of Medicine| Emory University 

2:20 P.M. BREAK 

2:30 P.M. CONCURRENT SESSIONS  
• Antimicrobial Stewardship in Minnesota’s Long-term Care Facilities:  

Present standings and future opportunities 
Galina Shteyman, PharmD, BCPS, BCIDP | Clinical Pharmacist 
Methodist Hospital, Park Nicollet 
Mohammed Abdalla, MBBS, MPH, MBA | Epidemiologist, HAI&AR Section 
Minnesota Department of Health  

• Outpatient Antibiotic Stewardship from a System-wide Perspective 
Payal Patel, MD, MPH, FIDSA | Associate Professor and System Wide Medical Director of AS 
Whitney Buckel, PharmD, BCPS | System Antimicrobial Stewardship Pharmacist Manager 
Intermountain Healthcare  

3:00 P.M. BREAK 

3:05 P.M. Nurses: The Central Stewards of Antibiotic Safety 
Elizabeth Monsees, PhD, RN, CIC, FAPIC 
Senior Director | Infection Prevention and Stewardship Integration, Children’s Mercy Hospital 
Assistant Professor | UMKC School of Medicine 

3:45 P.M. BREAK 

3:55 P.M. CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
• Insights from Programmatic Long-term Care Stewardship Assessments in Nebraska 

Jenna Preusker, PharmD, BCPS 
Pharmacist Program Coordinator | Nebraska Medicine  

• Models and Challenges of Tele-Stewardship Implementation 
Matt Davis, PharmD 
Infectious Disease Clinical Pharmacist | Infectious Disease Connect 

4:30 P.M. Closing Remarks / Adjourn 
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Day 2 agenda: Wednesday, April 26, 2023 | 8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. CDT 
TIME SESSION 
8:30 A.M. Welcome 

Mohammed Abdalla, MBBS, MPH, MBA 
Epidemiologist | Healthcare-Associated Infections/Antimicrobial Resistance Section 
Minnesota Department of Health 

8:35 A.M. Update On Antibiotic Stewardship in Minnesota 
Mari Freitas, MPH  
CSTE Applied Epidemiology Fellow| Minnesota Department of Health 

9:00 A.M. KEYNOTE SESSION – Recommitment to Antibiotic Stewardship & Changes During the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 
Sarah Kabbani, MD, MSc | Infectious Disease Physician & Deputy Director 
Melinda Neuhauser, PharmD, MPH | Pharmacist & Acute Care Lead 
Office of Antibiotic Stewardship, Division of Healthcare Quality Promotion 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

10:00 A.M. BREAK 

10:10 A.M. CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
• Long-term Care AS Quality Improvement Project: Lessons and Takeaways

Margo Paplow, RN, BSN, PHN
Quality Improvement Project Manager | Ecumen

• Key Concepts in Antifungal Stewardship
Paschalis Vergidis, MD, MSc, FECMM
Associate Professor of Medicine, Director of Hematology-Oncology Infectious Disease Service
Mayo Clinic Division of Public Health, Infectious Diseases, and Occupational Medicine

10:50 A.M. BREAK 

11:00 A.M. Going Viral: Phage as an Alternative Therapy for Infectious Disease 
Gina Suh, MD 
Assistant Professor | Mayo Clinic Division of Public Health, Infectious Diseases, and Occupational Medicine 
Founder and Director | Mayo Clinic Phage Therapy Program 

12:00 P.M. Closing Remarks / Adjourn 

*All sessions will be livestreamed.

Learning objectives 
To foster recommitment to progress in antimicrobial stewardship across the health care continuum in 
Minnesota, we will: 

▪ Recognize how the COVID-19 pandemic has negatively impacted progress in antimicrobial stewardship,
and antimicrobial use.

▪ Describe strategies for engaging interdisciplinary staff across the continuum of care in antibiotic
stewardship initiatives.

▪ Identify health equity considerations in antibiotic prescribing and approaches to assess disparities in
diagnosis and prescribing practices.
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Register 
You must register to attend the virtual conference by 5 p.m. CDT on April 21, 2023. You will receive a 
confirmation email with your responses and placeholder appointments to add to your calendar. Links to join 
the virtual conference will be provided to registered attendees in the days prior to the conference. 

▪ 2023 Minnesota Antibiotic Stewardship Conference Registration
(https://redcap.health.state.mn.us/redcap/surveys/?s=AW8C88TPPX73YEHH)

Stay updated 
Please refer to 2023 Minnesota Antibiotic Stewardship Conference 
(www.health.state.mn.us/communities/onehealthabx/event/asc23.html) for the most up-to-date information 
on registration, speakers, topics, and continuing education information. 

Check your email post-event for a link to the online conference evaluation. 

Proof of attendance documentation will be available upon completion. 

Minnesota Department of Health 
HAI&AR Section 
PO Box 64974 
St. Paul, MN 55164-0975 
health.stewardship@state.mn.us  
www.health.state.mn.us  

4/12/23 

To obtain this information in a different format, call: 651-201-5414. 

https://redcap.health.state.mn.us/redcap/surveys/?s=AW8C88TPPX73YEHH
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