
County Health Rankings talking points 

Minnesota is consistently ranked as one of the “healthiest states”, but significant health 
inequities exist. 

When we consider the averages Minnesota compares quite well overall for health, economic opportunity, civic 

engagement and more. We also see persistent inequities by race and place. 

By highlighting these inequities, the County Health Rankings (like the 2017 Minnesota Statewide Health 

Assessment) helps us look at how different conditions in our communities create or limit optimal health. 

[To given a local example, you could choose to highlight how a particular health factor—like food environment 

index, unemployment, or air pollution—are better or worse than other parts of the state due to the particular 

assets or challenges of your local community.] 

Minnesota’s public health system is modernizing and improving, and so is our health 
department. 

We are actively partnering with the State and our local public health colleagues, to make sure that the basic 

public health activities—that protect and promote health—are carried out in all parts of our state, including in 

our county. 

We are developing strategies that ensure our health department, like Minnesota’s public health system as a 

whole, is evolving to meet modern community health needs. 

We have a long history of assessing the health of our community and using the results to 
address needs. 

Minnesota’s community assessment and planning process is comprehensive, and includes measurement, 

planning and community engagement. 

We use this process to make sure the specific health needs of our community are addressed (resources permitting). 

Through this process, our local public health department gains a great deal of information about our 

community, which we use to address identified it health priorities. 

We can use our assessments with the County Health Rankings & Roadmaps to spur important 
community-wide conversations about improving the health of our community. 

Many factors that affect health are not under the direct control of public health departments. We look for 

creative, strategic ways to build partnerships to improve health. 

http://www.health.state.mn.us/healthymnpartnership/sha.html
http://www.health.state.mn.us/healthymnpartnership/sha.html
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As an example, at the state-level, the Healthy Minnesota Partnership brings together community partners and 

the Minnesota Department of Health to improve the health and quality of life for individuals, families, and 

communities in Minnesota. 

[Consider sharing a local example, such as the work of the community health board, or the SHIP Community 

Leadership Team, or some other local, coalition in which your department participates]. 

In Minnesota, we also recognize the need to invest upstream to improve health. 

The Statewide Health Improvement Partnership (SHIP) is designed to reduce tobacco use and obesity among 

Minnesotans. These are the leading preventable causes of illness and death. 

SHIP grants go to local communities and tribal governments to develop sustainable, systemic changes that fit the 

communities’ individual needs. 

Sustained funding of SHIP is essential to help us achieve long-term improvements in health and containment of 

rising health care costs. 

We are increasingly working across county lines to improve our efficiency and effectiveness. 

Sharing resources across jurisdictions allows local health departments, like ours, achieve economies of scale, 

gain efficiency, and increase their overall capacity, especially as funding grows tighter. 

As an example, SHIP works across counties in a number of regions in Minnesota, enabling local public health 

departments, like us, to collaborate in order to reduce tobacco use and obesity among residents. 

Meeting regularly with regional partners allows us to assess regional trends in health outcomes, and pinpoint 

other issues that may benefit from collaboration. 
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