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For more information about SHIP, contact your local coordinator:  

Minneapolis 
Heather Gillich, heather.gillich@minneapolismn.gov  
 
Hennepin 
Cathy Stahl, catherine.stahl@hennepin.us  

Educating the community about Tobacco 21 
 
On Oct. 1, 2018, Minneapolis became the fifth and largest city in Minnesota to 
prohibit tobacco sales to people under age 21, affecting the tobacco purchasing 
ability of 22,950 Minneapolis residents who are between 18-20 years old. 
 
The Minneapolis City Council passed the new Tobacco 21 ordinance in May 2018 
to prevent Minneapolis youth from initiating tobacco use. The ordinance makes it 
harder for Minneapolis minors to buy tobacco themselves or get it from 18-20 
year-old youth who are the leading source of tobacco for minors.  
 
With funding from the Statewide Health improvement Partnership (SHIP), the 
Minneapolis Health Department helped young people in the Minneapolis Youth 
Congress explore the proposed ordinance and form their own opinion about its 
potential impact on youth tobacco use.  
 
The Health Department also provided support to the ordinance authors by 
preparing the Request for Council Action and coordinating public notice activities. 
Community partners, including the Association for Non-Smokers, the Menthol 
Coalition and others organized Minneapolis residents to express their support to 
City Council members and testify at the public hearing.  
 
After the ordinance passed, the Health Department responded to youth 
advocates’ recommendations to implement a communications campaign to 
educate young people about the ordinance. The campaign included targeted 
radio ads, social media posts and articles in community papers. Health 
Department staff also sent flyers and newsletter articles to colleges, community 
colleges and technical schools in the City and provided information at a 
community barbecue and a college health fair.  
 
To help retailers inform their customers of the change, the City sent window 
clings announcing the new Tobacco 21 ordinance and a menthol sales restriction 
that went into effect in August.  
 



 

 
Community 
Appetite for Change 
Camden Farmers Market 
Finnegans Farmers Market 
Hennepin County 
Lao Assistance Center 
Lowry Towers 
Madison Apartments 
Minneapolis Farmers Market Govt  
  Center Plaza 
Minneapolis Farmers Market  
  Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis Youth Coordinating  
  Board 
Old Town in Town Cooperative 
Oliver Manor 
RiverWest Condo 
Second Street Lofts 
Smoke Free Housing Residence 
The Atrium 
The Churchill 
The Lamoreaux 
The Metro Apartments 
The Neighborhood Hub 
 
Health Care 
Hennepin County Medical Center 
Hennepin County Medical Center  
  Pediatrics 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Schools 
Bethune Community School 
Hennepin County Juvenile  
  Detention Stadium View High 
Hmong International Academy 
Loring Elementary 
Lucy Laney Elementary 
Minneapolis Public Schools District 
Nellie Stone Johnson Elementary  
North Community High  
Riverbend Educational Center 
 
Workplace 
City of Minneapolis  
Damon Farber 
Minneapolis Regional Chamber of  
  Commerce 
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