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MDH Overall Data Strategy



Join any or all MDH Interoperability Webinars in this Series:

Webinar materials: DSI website 
(https://www.health.state.mn.us/data/interoperability/webinar.html)

Date Public Health Reporting Use Case

January 27 Laboratory Orders/Results – Infectious Disease Lab (IDL)

February 3 Laboratory Orders/Results – Newborn Screening Blood Spot (NBS)
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https://www.health.state.mn.us/data/interoperability/webinar.html


Webinar providing information towards:

Reducing your reporting administrative burden
Meeting the CMS public health reporting requirements
Improving data quality so information shared with MDH 

can better address future emerging threats and address 
population health issues
Learning how you, your organization, and your patients 

benefit from improved public health reporting
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MDH Interoperability Strategy: Overall
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MDH Request of External Partners

 Schedule meeting with DSI to discuss more details related to health system 
needs
▪ Determine your organizations’ public health reporting priorities for 

implementation and share with DSI (checklist)
▪ Discuss any barriers or opportunities for electronic implementation with MDH

▪ Consider Participation Agreement with Koble 
(https://3b54d489-fb07-4eda-b01d-
8169cc695bc4.filesusr.com/ugd/64a972_dddba6a5436949e5952abe8094b9c778.pdf)

▪ Plan and coordinate MDH public health reporting improvements through 
DSI and provide feedback to processes
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https://3b54d489-fb07-4eda-b01d-8169cc695bc4.filesusr.com/ugd/64a972_dddba6a5436949e5952abe8094b9c778.pdf
https://3b54d489-fb07-4eda-b01d-8169cc695bc4.filesusr.com/ugd/64a972_dddba6a5436949e5952abe8094b9c778.pdf


Minnesota State Public Health Lab
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Minnesota State Public Health Lab

Infectious Disease 
Laboratory

Environmental 
Health Laboratory

Newborn Screening 
Laboratory

Protecting, maintaining and improving the health of all Minnesotans. 8



Role of the Infectious Disease Laboratory
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Reportable Disease Rule

https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/reportable/rule/poster.html 10

https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/reportable/rule/poster.html


Test Orders and Result Receipt with the IDL
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IDL Test Ordering and Reporting

 The IDL currently offers 3 options for facilities to submit orders to the lab for specimen testing:

 Option 1: 

 IDL Paper Submission Forms

 Option 2:

 Web portal (Copia) entry with automatic result receipt via web portal

 Option 3:

 Electronic HL7 messaging
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IDL Submission Form

 Option 1: MDH Infectious Disease Lab (IDL) 

submission form:

 Submitting facilities can add patient information and test 

orders into PDF and print out to send with the specimen to 

IDL.

 Forms available at:

• https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/idlab/forms.html
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https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/idlab/forms.html


Viewing Results (Copia)

 Option 2: Copia entry

14



PDF Report 
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IDL Web Portal (Copia)

 Number of Facilities Onboarded to Copia Web Portal

 Number of Non-IDL Users

 Number of Electronic Reports Retrieved Since 2020

Count

9

16

>24,000
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Electronic Test Order/Results (ETOR) with the IDL
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What is ETOR?

 Electronic Test Orders and Results

 Allows the ability to directly and electronically exchange test orders 

and results across different facilities and laboratory information 

systems (LIS)

Near real-time access to results

 Potential for automatic population of data in facility’s LIS

 Paperless!
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IDL Interoperability

 Option 3

 Electronic HL7 messaging

 IDL is currently accepting submitters to onboard for ETOR via HL7 messaging

 Intended for all partners with HL7 capability

 Streamlines ordering/results process

 Standardized codes for orders and results

 Paperless!

 Pilot phase - select order choices available
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IDL order choices available for interoperability

▪ Available order choices include:
 AFB Smear and Culture

 Vaccine Preventable Diseases testing

 Influenza + SARS-CoV-2

 Reportable Disease Rule Submissions

 Whole Genome Sequencing

▪ Full list will be available on the MDH 
Interoperability webpage
 MDH Interoperability Webinar Series (state.mn.us)
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https://www.health.state.mn.us/data/interoperability/webinar.html


IDL Test Catalog

▪ New Test Catalog
 Turn Around Time

 Interface Codes

▪ New site live in February 2022
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Example test: Salmonella Identification - Isolate

▪ Facility Details (ORC segment)
▪ Originating Facility

▪ Originating Provider

▪ Patient demographics (PID segment)
▪ First Name

▪ Last Name

▪ Sex

▪ Date of Birth

▪ Test Ordered (OBR segment)
▪ Specimen Source (SPM segment)
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Example test: Reportable Disease Rule

▪ Facility Details (ORC segment)

▪ Originating Facility

▪ Originating Provider

▪ Patient demographics (PID segment)

▪ First Name

▪ Last Name

▪ Sex

▪ Date of Birth

▪ Test Ordered (OBR segment)

▪ Specimen/isolate source (SPM segment)

▪ Organism identified (OBX segment)
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MDH Interoperability Strategy: IDL Electronic 
Orders/Results Use Case
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Highlights from IDL Interoperability

▪ Intended for all hospital and health system partners

▪ Uses same laboratory standards as currently used for reference labs

▪ IDL shares appropriate information meeting Electronic Lab 
Reporting (ELR)requirements used for other reference labs

▪ For Reportable Disease Rule (RDR) specimens, result message 
indicates that the specimen was received and the RDR requirement 
was met.

▪ Setting up the infrastructure for IDL Interoperability allows easy 
updates for new or emerging tests/threats in public health and lab 
work.
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Next Steps



MDH Request of External Partners

 Schedule meeting with DSI to discuss more details related to health system 
needs
▪ Determine your organizations’ public health reporting priorities for 

implementation and share with DSI (checklist)
▪ Discuss any barriers or opportunities for electronic implementation with MDH

▪ Consider Participation Agreement with Koble 
https://3b54d489-fb07-4eda-b01d-
8169cc695bc4.filesusr.com/ugd/64a972_dddba6a5436949e5952abe8094b9c778.pdf

▪ Plan and coordinate MDH public health reporting improvements through 
DSI and provide feedback to processes
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https://3b54d489-fb07-4eda-b01d-8169cc695bc4.filesusr.com/ugd/64a972_dddba6a5436949e5952abe8094b9c778.pdf
https://3b54d489-fb07-4eda-b01d-8169cc695bc4.filesusr.com/ugd/64a972_dddba6a5436949e5952abe8094b9c778.pdf


Q&A



WWW.HEALTH.MN.GOV

Thank you.

Webinar materials: DSI website 
(https://www.health.state.mn.us/data/interoperability/webinar.html)

Further questions: health.dsi@state.mn.us

https://www.health.state.mn.us/data/interoperability/webinar.html
mailto:health.dsi@state.mn.us
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