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Maternal and Child Health Advisory Task Force 
Virtual Meeting 

Friday, September 11, 2020 
9:30 a.m. to 12 Noon 

The duties of the Maternal and Child Health (MCH) Advisory Task Force are to review and report on 
the health care needs of mothers and children; review and report on MCH services provided to 
mothers and children; review and report to the commissioner program guidelines and criteria 
essential to providing an effective MCH program to low-income populations and high risk persons; 
make recommendations to the commissioner for the use of other federal and state funds available to 
meet MCH needs; make recommendations to the commissioner of health on  priorities for funding 
MCH services (prenatal, delivery, postpartum; comprehensive health care; adolescent health; family 
planning; preventative dental; services for children with special health care needs; and any other 
services that promote the health of mothers and children); and establish in consultation with the 
commissioner statewide outcomes that will improve the health status of mothers and children. (MN 
Statute 145.8811) 

AGENDA (Revised 9/10) 

AGENDA ITEM TIME SPEAKERS 
I. Welcome and Introductions  

Chair remarks, introductions, meeting 
announcements, approval of September agenda 
and June minutes 

10 min. 
9:30-9:40 

Michelle O’Brien, Chair 

II. Commissioner Report Workgroup Report 10 min. 
9:35-9:50 

Eugene Nichols, MCHATF Ex-
officio Member/Commissioner 
Report Workgroup Lead 

III. Child and Family Health Division Update 10 min. 
9:50-10:00 

Joan Brandt, MDH Child and 
Family Health Division Director 

IV. Families with Disabilities Experiences and 
Concerns Regarding COVID-19 and School 
Reopening Presentation 

30 min. 
10:00-
10:30 

Elise Holmes, ICS Partners 
Section/Cultural, Faith & 
Disabilities Community Branch 
/People with Disabilities Unit 

V. Department of Education’s Role and Guidance 
in School Reopening 

30 min. 
10:30-
11:00 

Danielle Hayden, Early Childhood 
Special Education Supervisor, 
Minnesota Department of 
Education 

VI. MDH Updates 30 min. 
11:00-
11:30 

Deb Burns, Assistant 
Commissioner, Minnesota 
Department of Health 

VII. Family Experiences and Concerns Regarding 
COVID and School Reopening Presentation 

15 min. 
11:30 – 
11:45 

Khulia Pringle, Family Advocate, 
Minnesota Parent Union 



H E A D E R  R E P E A T S  F R O M  P A G E  2  O N W A R D  

2  

AGENDA ITEM TIME SPEAKERS 
VIII. Member News and Issues 

Share information about issues of interest to 
Task Force members, including successes, 
concerns, future issues, etc. This is your time to 
share! 

10 min. 
11:45-
11:55 

Task Force Members 

IX. Consideration of items needing TF action, 
and/or report back to commissioner 

5 min. 
11:55 – 
Noon 

Task Force Members 

 
Next Meeting: Friday, December 4, 2020 

Virtual Meeting, 9:30am – 11:30am 
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