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Total Number of Participants Served



Gender and Single Parenthood
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Participant Age at First Pregnancy
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MSPSI Programs Serve a Racially 
Diverse Population

Almost half of MSPSI participants are of minority race with African Americans 
and American Indians representing the two largest minority groups.
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MSPSI Participants Are 
Struggling Financially

 Almost one-third of MSPSI Student Parents are either the only employed adult in their 
household or do not have any employed adults in their household.

 One-third of MSPSI Student Parents are food insecure, higher than the national rate.
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MSPSI PARTICIPANT 
ACADEMIC PROFILE
2012-2013 Academic Year
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MSPSI Participants are Older than 
Traditional Minnesota Students

In general, the older undergraduate student population is growing in MN. 
However, a larger proportion of MSPSI participants are 22 years and older 
(79%) compared to Minnesota’s overall undergraduate population (53%).
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MSPSI Participants are 
Non-Traditional Students

Nontraditional students are much more likely than traditional students to 
leave postsecondary education without earning a degree

National Center of Education 
Statistics defines nontraditional 
status as a continuum based on the 
number of nontraditional 
characteristics present:

• Minimally nontraditional = 
1 characteristic

• Moderately nontraditional = 
2 – 3 characteristics

• Highly nontraditional = 
4 or more characteristics

Nontraditional (NT) 
Characteristics:

• Part-time student
• Has a GED or other high school 

completion certificate
• Financially independent
• Delayed entry into postsecondary 

education
• Has dependents other than a 

spouse
• Single parent
• Employed full-time

U.S. Department  of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2002
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MSPSI Participants are Moderately to 
Highly Non-Traditional Students

11



MSPSI Participant Academic Profile 1
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MSPSI Participant Intent to Persist 
and Reason for Attrition
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MSPSI PROGRAM SERVICES AND 
PARTICIPANT SATISFACTION WITH 
SERVICES
2012-2013 Academic Year
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Top Three Barriers and Challenges 
Experienced by MSPSI Participants as 

Pregnant and Parenting Students
1. Balancing time between coursework, family, work 

and self
 “Finding time to study”
 “Not having enough time for my kids”

2. Finances/Lack of time to work
 “Tight financial situation”
 “No time for job”

3. Finding and paying for child care
 “Finding child care when child is sick”
 “Paying for child care”
 “Daycare hours”

MSPSI Student Questionnaire Spring 2013
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MSPSI Program Spring 2013
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MSPSI Program Spring 2013 continued 17



Does the MSPSI Program Help Student 
Parents Achieve their Educational Goals?
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MSPSI Participant Positive
Health Screens and Referrals
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Participant Satisfaction with MSPSI 
Program Services and Resources
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Participant Satisfaction with MSPSI 
Program Staff and Facility
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Thank you!

Kathy Raleigh
Adolescent Health Epidemiologist/ Program Evaluator

Maternal and Child Health Section
P: 651-201-3599

E: kathy.raleigh@state.mn.us
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