
  

  

  

    
  

    
      
          

  
      

       
      

   

     
    

   
   

      

     
  

  
    

 

    
       

  

      
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

  
   

   
 
 

 

Letter from Michael McNabb to Governor’s Task Force on Academic Health 

Date: Thursday, December 28, 2023 

Please submit this additional information to the members to the Academic Health Task Force. 

Recommendation No. 11 in the December 20 draft of the Task Force calls for an assessment of the public health 
infrastructure in Minnesota, including at the University of Minnesota. 

Almost one-third of the buildings on the Twin Cities campus (7.6 million square feet) are now rated in poor or critical 
condition by the university administration. The costs of maintenance and restoration of existing facilities on all 
campuses are projected to be a staggering $6 billion over the next ten years. See p. 11 of the September 7, 2023 report 
of the Finance & Operations Committee of the Board of Regents at 
https://regents.umn.edu/sites/regents.umn.edu/files/2023-09/docket-fin-sep2023-final.pdf (attached as Exhibit E) . 

Among the academic health facilities rated in critical condition are: the Moos Tower, the Phillips-Wagensteen Building, 
Weaver-Densford Hall, the Mayo Building, and the Variety Club Research Center. The biomedical library (Diehl Hall) is 
rated in poor condition. 

This is the consequence of the decades long failure of the administration to allocate sufficient funds for the maintenance 
of academic facilities. When the senior administrators did not obtain the authorization from the legislature for the 
amount of Higher Education Asset Preservation and Replacement bonds requested for repair and replacement, they 
should have made adjustments to the budget to allocate other revenues sufficient to keep up with the necessary 
maintenance. They did not do so. 

This continuing failure by the university administration to perform the basic duty to maintain infrastructure does not 
give one confidence that a new university hospital would fare any better. 

If the legislature authorizes the issuance of bonds for the construction of a new $1 billion university hospital 
(Recommendation No. 13), it should require the university administration to allocate sufficient funds each year for the 
projected costs of maintenance. 

In February 2021 the university services department published updated color coded maps on the condition of university 
buildings. The links to the campus maps are under the heading Facility Condition Assessment at the bottom of the Space 
& Facilities Analytics page at: 

https://uservices.umn.edu/university-services-departments/management-services/finance-and-systems/facility-
information-3 (The buildings in critical condition are in red. The map of the Minneapolis campus is attached as Exhibit 
G.) 

Michael W. McNabb 
Attorney at Law 
22890 Plateau Drive 
Lakeville, Minnesota 55044 
(952) 894-9812 
https://minn-law.net 

University of Minnesota B.A. 1971; J.D. 1974 
University of Minnesota Alumni Association life member 

Two attachments follow 
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FCI by Building, 2021

Como Area Inset

Facility Condition Index
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Good: 0.11 - 0.20
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