
 

Minnesota Trauma Registry Alliance 
Minutes 
October 11th, 2018 

Hennepin County Medical Center 

900 South 8th Street Orange Building 9th Floor, O9.115 

Minneapolis, MN 

Attendees:  

Michael Rhodes (Children’s Hospitals) 

Sandy Anderson (Children’s Hospitals) 

Kielo Evjen (Essentia, Duluth) 

Alyssa Anderson (Essentia, Duluth) 

Laurie Larson (Health East/Fairview) 

Michelle Gorka (Health East/Fairview) 

Chelsea Brooksby (HCMC) 

Megan Wells (HCMC) 

Crystal Studanski (HCMC) 

Marilyn McColm (HCMC) 

Denise Schmitt (HCMC) 

Chris Ballard (MN Dept of Health) 

Leslie Seymour (MN Dept of Health) 

 

Linda DeRoo (North Memorial & Maple Grove) 

Alex Larson (North Memorial) 

Susan Grancorvitz (Regions) 

Tracey Nyvall (Regions) 

Trish St. Germain (Regions & HCMC) 

Kathy Fallen (Regions) 

Tamara Seubert (Regions) 

Jodi Korpela (St. Luke’s) 

Jennifer McLaird (CentraCare)  

Carissa Wilcox (Centracare) 

Tina Bajda (Fairview Southdale)* 

Kristi Johnson (HCMC)* 

Laura Anderson (Park Nicollet)* 

Mandy Sturges (Glencoe)* 

Deb Anderson (Mayo)* 

* by telephone 

Opening: 
The Meeting of the Minnesota Trauma Registry Alliance was called to order at 9:30 AM on Thursday, 
October 11, 2018 by Carissa Wilcox, MTRA Meeting Chair. We were able to establish a phone connection 
for those calling in to the meeting. 

Education: 
Presentation: “Pelvis/Acetabular Fracture Classification & Coding” was given by HCMC Orthopedic 
Surgery Department, Dr. Gudrun Mirick Mueller.  Sherrie Murphy from HCMC handed out a reference 
document titled “Pelvic Fractures and Pelvic Ring Injuries, ICD-10 and AIS scoring”.  



 

Approval of Meeting Minutes: 
The minutes of the February 22, 2018 meeting were accepted and approved. 

Announcements:  
The June 7, 2018 MTRA meeting was cancelled due to the scheduling of a AAAM AIS 2015 course held in 
Shoreview MN, which many MN registrars were able to attend. 

AGENDA ITEMS: 

TBI Registry updates – Dr. Leslie Seymour, Epidemiologist 
Dr. Seymour gave an update on the progress being made on the backlog of registry data. She stated that 
the data is still somewhat behind but much more up to date than in the past and they very much 
appreciate that. If you wish to see your hospitals individual results, please contact Leslie. For the next 
meeting, Leslie will check with their statistician on what data is frequently missing from the TBI registry 
i.e., external cause status, or patient phone numbers and report back.  As a reminder, hospitals are 
required to submit data within two months of discharge. There is some delay between the time 
hospitals submit data and when they receive it. The State has only five days to get letters out to TBI 
patients on the free “resource facilitation” services available. TBI inclusion definition will not change for 
2019. 

 Leslie introduced Christina Kollman from the MN Brain Injury Alliance and discussed the importance of 
reporting brain injuries. 

MN Brain Injury Alliance – Christina Kollman  
Christina discussed information on the Minnesota TBI registry which is about 30 years old. Not all states 
have a TBI registry (Iowa does, WI, ND and SD do not). The registry opens a safety net for patients that 
go home with a TBI. The Minnesota Brain Injury Alliance provides 2 years of free, proactive support and 
follow up for patients in their local area. They currently have 3500 cases, which is about 30% of the 
people who are eligible. The services are designed to help people go back to work or school. They will 
assist working with HR departments for any special needs to prevent job loss or special 
accommodations.  They encourage patients to follow up with their medical rehab team. 60% of people 
get better from brain injuries, it is just an unclear timeline. Most changes are seen a year out from the 
injury. They work with counties on filing for newly acquired disabilities, housing help or financial 
assistant appeals. They also support care givers. They will work with Veterans and county Veteran 
Service Officers, however access to Veteran data is very limited and VA has their own programs. For 
more information visit the Brain Injury Alliance. 

Trauma System Update - Chris Ballard: 
2019 Image Trend Update – Working on adding a few more EMS services for 2019, some WI counties 
that frequently transfer patients to MN facilities. No changes to mapping or definitions for 2019.  

2019 Export – New transition year for the NTDB as they are switching vendors. A vendor alliance has 
been formed by CDM, Lancet and Digital Innovation, to standardize their approach to the NTDB data. 
Image Trend is not a part of the vendor alliance as they already are a web-based system. NTDB 
anticipates making their 2019 file structure available to vendors in November. Chris anticipates that 

http://www.braininjurymn.org/


 

Image Trend will build their schema and give to CDM quickly. CDM will need to release the update to 
MN, sooner than in the past, to meet the 60-day data submission requirements. Open discussion around 
whether the MTRA wishes to issue a letter to CDM emphasizing the importance of providing this as soon 
as possible. It was agreed to wait until the NTDB gets the schema to Image Trend and see how the 
timeline is evolving. 

2018 Export – Data is coming in pretty well. He is seeing some consistent mapping problems, i.e., 
provider type (“service type ID”), protective devices and transfer mode values do not match data 
dictionary allowable values and may not be mapped correctly. In some instances, alpha characters are 
being sent vs. numeric values (make sure you go through the check codes process or call CDM for 
support). Chris has checked with Image Trend on mapping and is confident it is a CDM issue. Contact 
Chris and he can send screen shots if needed. As a reminder, do not copy/paste information and try to 
avoid use of punctuation marks in the free text fields in Trauma Base, as this is known to cause errors. 

If anyone has suggestions for the MN Trauma Data Dictionary, such as clarification of fields, etc. 
Send Chris Ballard your ideas.  

Open Forum Discussions: 
▪ 2017 Trauma System Report to the Legislature, available on MDH website, discussion about data 

included, etc. 

▪ How to encourage participation of registrars and TPM’s from Level 3&4 sites in MTRA 

▪ Trauma Medical Director having access to Trauma Base registry poll, a few have read-only access. 

▪ Telecommuting poll, a significant number of registrars work from home. 

▪ Several MTRA members are attending the TQIP Annual Scientific Meeting Nov 16-18th in sunny 
Anaheim California.  

Adjournment: 
Meeting was adjourned at 11:30 PM by Carissa Wilcox, Meeting Chair. 

The next meeting will be held in February 2019. The exact time and location will be announced later 
(HealthEast/Fairview is a possibility). 

 

The Meeting minutes are respectfully submitted by Jennifer McLaird, recording Secretary. 

mailto:chris.ballard@state.mn.us
http://www.health.state.mn.us/traumasystem/pubs/publications/2017_legislative_report.pdf
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